
Galilee Dreamers in the United States 2019 

The Galilee Dreamers travelled to the US for the fourth time this year. The experience was 
powerful for both the Israelis and the Americans they visited. As one Israeli participant said, 
“It was a good experience because we changed the American teens’ ideas about the 
situation in Israel between Arabs and Jews.” 

 

Galilee Dreamers 2019 at the White House 

The Delegation: The delegation to the United States included eight high school students – 
four students from the Ort Psagot High School in the mostly Jewish city of Karmiel and four 
students from the Al Bashara School in the Arab city of Sachnin. Rachel Ravid, an Oranim 
faculty member, led the delegation together with two teachers, Rivka Lazarovich from Ort 
Psagot and Salah Fokra from Al Bashara. In addition, the delegation to the United States 
expanded this year to include two Oranim College students of education, one Jewish and 
one Arab, in order to impact the future teachers of Israel.  

Their Travels: The group travelled to Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington DC. The 
Israelis spent time at a range of schools, including Jewish day schools, a public school, and a 
non-Jewish private school. They were also hosted by an inner-city youth group and a 
synagogue in Baltimore. The Israelis enjoyed home hospitality with local families in each 
community, often staying at the homes of students attending the schools they visited. In 
addition, they toured Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington DC, visiting major tourist 
attractions.  

 

  



What Israeli and American 
Participants Say about Galilee 
Dreamers 
 
Israeli participants and the Americans 
who hosted them shared what the 
program meant to them: 
 
Even if only a few students can 
participate in this program, this will not 
only impact them, but will also impact 

their families, neighbors, and, most importantly, this will impact the next generation, 
because they will bring up their children with the values of tolerance and coexistence with 
people of different colors, faiths, and cultures. This will make it easier to bring peace to this 
land. 
(Fadi Khateeb, Galilee Dreamer from Deir Hanna)  
 
I believe that if we want to make a change, we have to start changing ourselves first and the 
way we think. We should learn how to listen and respect the other side, because change 
starts with us… By joining this program, I have the chance to live with Jewish kids, and to get 
to know them better, to learn about their culture and traditions, and they learn about mine. 
I will try to do everything I learned from this trip and will improve my society. 
(Radn Shalata, Galilee Dreamer from Sakhnin) 
 
This time together with Arab Israelis my age made me understand that the future is in our 
hands.  
(Tai Raz, Galilee Dreamer from Karmiel) 
 
The journey opened me up to a broader understanding of people, opinions, and thoughts. It 
broke stigmas and brought many insights.  
(Rivka Lazarovich, teacher at Ort Psagot Karmiel and two time Galilee Dreamers delegation 
leader) 
 
The program provided my family the opportunity to hear a first-hand experience of what it is 
like to live in a community that is deeply divided but trying to come together through 
dialogue between members of the younger generation. Thank you. 
(Tyler LaBorwitt, student at Park School, Baltimore, MD, USA and Galilee Dreamers host) 
 
The Galilee Dreamers are a dynamic group of young people who never fail to engage our 
students of all ages in penetrating discussions about Arab and Jewish culture, identity, 
music, politics and religious values. We strive to provide our students with varied 
perspectives on life in Israel, and we are fortunate that each year's Galilee Dreamers 
delegation has raised new questions and shared new outlooks and the conversations always 
spill out and continue into the hallways and during lunch. 
(Rabbi Judd Kruger Levingston, Ph.D., Director of Jewish Studies, Jack M. Barrack Hebrew 
Academy, Bryn Mawr, PA, USA and Galilee Dreamers host) 
 


