
Galilee Dreamers in South Africa 2019 

For the first time this year, the Galilee Dreamers travelled to South Africa, thanks to the generosity of 
several South African donors. In the words of one participant: “The experience was incredibly amazing 
– it was once in a lifetime and could change a nation.”  

 

Galilee Dreamers 2019 South Africa Delegation with South African students 

The Delegation: The delegation to South Africa included four students from the Asif High School in 
Misgav and four students from the Al Biyan School in Dir Al-Asad. The delegation was led by teachers 
from each school – Arafat Osman from the Al Biyan School and Evelyn Kadosh from the Asif School – as 
well as Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler, Director of Oranim International School. 

Their Travels: The group travelled to Johannesburg, Cape Town, and Port Elizabeth. In each community, 
the Israelis were hosted by a Jewish day school: the King David Schools in Johannesburg, the Herzlia 
School in Cape Town, and the Theodor Herzl Schools in Port Elizabeth. The Israelis enjoyed home 
hospitality with local families in Johannesburg and Cape Town, building on the connections that they 
made at the schools. 

The Israelis also toured each city 
they visited. A highlight was the 
safari in Botliershkop (pictured 
here)! 

  



 

 

What Students Say about Galilee Dreamers in South Africa 

A number of students who participated in the Galilee 
Dreamers 2019 delegation to South Africa shared their 
experiences, dreams, and the impact the program had 
on them: 

As a teenager, I cannot lose hope. I seize every 
moment in which I can express and share my ideas 
with other students who live in different societies and 

I believe that we have many things in common such as interests, dreams, and visions. As Gandhi once 
said: “You must be the change you wish to see in the world." It means that to create a peaceful country 
and to stop wars we must be willing to change ourselves first and to stop complaining because it won’t 
take us anywhere. Nothing will change unless we change. 
(Noor Darweesh, Bi’na) 
 
In the last two weeks, I discovered amazing new friends who are much more similar to me than they are 
different. We visited amazing places in South Africa, a country that has experienced very difficult racism. 
Particularly here, I understand how important it is for us to continue to hope and to fight for a better 
future. 
(Amir Zinder, Ya’ad – quote from Ala Gush, the local Misgav newspaper, May 2, 2019) 
 
When people ask me what was the most meaningful part of the delegation, or what I enjoyed the most, 
I respond immediately: the people! I didn’t believe that I could connect so naturally and easily with our 
Arab neighbors. I discovered that the things that worry me, also worry them – Bagrut exams, tests, 
relationships. The similarities overcame the differences, and the fear of getting to know them 
disappeared as if it never existed. I made friends for life. 
(Hagar Prince, Ya’ad – quote from Ala Gush, the local Misgav newspaper, May 2, 2019) 
 
The Jewish people I met are more than friends. They showed me what it means to have friends who are 
also Jews. 
(Yousef Mousa, Deir Al Assad) 
 
I feel now that coexistence can exist everywhere in the world if people believe in it. I feel like we can 
make change and we have a huge amount of power.  
(Mohamed Abed Elrahman, B’ina) 
 
My home in Talel is closer to Yarka, Julis, and Jedeida [Arab villages] than it is to Ya’ad, Yuvalim, or 
Manof [Jewish villages]. Yet I have no connection with people who live five minutes away from me, 
except for when I do my shopping once a week. I really don’t think this is okay. The situation has to 
change. Now I am stopping and thinking: What can I do now that I have returned to Israel? 
(Michelle Lyszyk, Talel – quote from Ala Gush, the local Misgav newspaper, May 2, 2019) 


