
Bringing It Home 

The Galilee Dreamers program does not end with the trip abroad. At home in Israel, Jewish 
and Arab participants are continuing their friendships and developing joint projects to build 
connections and understanding between their communities in the Galilee. 

Connecting Communities 

Since they returned home, Jewish and Arab participants have met formally and informally. 
They visit one another at each other's homes – often the first time that the Arab teens have 
been hosted at a Jewish home, and vice versa. They meet each other's family and friends, 
expanding the impact of the program to the entire community. 

Dreams for the Future 

Following the delegations, Oranim International School organized two meetings for Galilee 
Dreamers participants to reconnect, reminisce, and look toward the future.  

At the end of April, participants from the 2019 Galilee Dreamers delegations to the United 
States and South Africa met at Oranim College, together with their families.  They recounted 
highlights from their trips, video-conferenced with Rabbi Paul Schneider and Dr. Desmond 
Kaplan in the United States - founding partners of Galilee Dreamers, and brainstormed ideas 
for the future.   

Their ideas included bringing together Jewish and Arab youth groups from their neighboring 
communities, a Jewish-Arab sports team in the region, a community-wide "Amazing Race" 
event with joint Jewish-Arab teams, and more. It was inspiring to see the teens' excitement 
as they shared their dreams for the future. 

In July, five years of Galilee Dreamers alumni gathered together, along with teachers and 
staff, for an energizing reunion. Mati Zinder, father of Galilee Dreamers 2019 participant 
Amir, generously hosted the reunion at his hi-tech company, Spiral Solutions. He gave the 
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teens a tour of the company as a model of Jews and Arabs working successfully together in 
the Galilee. 

Galilee Dreamers were honored that Risa Levy from the United States Embassy was able to 
join them at the reunion. The US Embassy is a partner in the follow-up program for Galilee 
Dreamers. 

Alumni divided into roundtables for discussions of the future of the alumni program. 
Roundtables focused on promoting Galilee Dreamers, alumni events, and maintaining 
connections with communities abroad. Alumni envisioned an expanded alumni program 
where alumni meet together regularly, visit each other's schools and communities, and are 
leaders in recruiting and preparing the next generation of Galilee Dreamers participants. 

Hosting Communities from Abroad in Israel 

After the Galilee Dreamers were hosted by communities abroad, they are eager to return 
the favor and host these communities when they are visiting Israel. The first opportunity to 
do so was when a delegation of high school students from South Africa visited the high 
school in Misgav in May.   

The South African delegation included students from the Herzlia and King David Schools that 
hosted the Galilee Dreamers in South Africa. Evelyn Kadosh, a teacher at the Misgav school 
who led the Galilee Dreamers delegation to South Africa this year, organized the visit 
together with her colleagues from Misgav.   

The Galilee Dreamers participants from Misgav were thrilled to welcome the South Africans 
to their school. A group of Galilee Dreamers participants from Dir Al-Asad also joined them – 
the first time many of the Arab participants had been inside a Jewish school in Israel. The 
meeting was a wonderful opportunity for Jewish and Arab participants to reconnect with 
one another and with the South African students. 
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