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“Not in My Back Yard (NIMBY)":
Inter-Cultural Inclusion in

Educational Systems and in Society

January 7-8, 2015
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The conference Not in My Back Yard is a joint initiative of a consortium of three colleges: Beit-Berl College, Oranim
College and Rhode Island College (USA). The conference will take place on January 7-8, 2015 at Beit-Berl College and
Oranim College, Israel.

Topics: The conference will focus on a number of key concepts and issues central to the public and political agenda in most
established democracies around the world. The various concepts are interrelated, yet may sometimes be contradictory, e.g.,
inclusion versus exclusion; social exclusion of youth at-risk, pluriculturalism versus multiculturalism; multilingualism versus
monolingualism in educational systems as well as in various societal frameworks.

The choice of the central theme of this conference is an outcome of collaborative activities which have taken place during the
past year among faculty members from the three colleges. The theme is also directly linked to the central topic of diversity
and tolerance; in keeping with the concept of "I am the other” currently being promoted by the Israeli Ministry of Education.

Purpose: The purpose of the conference is to shed light on intercultural encounters in various educational and societal
frameworks and enhance connections among the colleges and educational systems and practitioners in the field. Focusing

the discussion on these topics may result in the establishment of academic activities as well as policy formulation regarding
intercultural encounters (native born or veteran residents vs. migrants, majority vs. minority groups) in educational
frameworks, with the aim of attaining intercultural efficacy (changes in knowledge, attitudes and social responsibility) among
students in academic settings.

An additional important aim of the conference is to strengthen the academic ties among the three colleges. Following the
discussions at the conference we intend to publish a book which will include the various research papers and educational
projects presented at the conference.

Target Audience: Faculty members in the three colleges as well as other academic institutions, students, educators and
practitioners in the field.

Presentation Formats: The conference includes various presentation formats: paper presentations, thematic panel

discussions, round table discussions, poster presentations, workshops and field trips.

- Duration of presentations: individual papers will be assigned 20 minutes; panel, roundtable and workshops will be assigned 60
minutes each.

- Presentations will be delivered in English or Hebrew.

Abstract Submission: We welcome abstracts for papers reporting research studies, educational projects and initiatives
relevant to the conference general topic.

Abstracts should be submitted in English or Hebrew. Please attach your English abstract as a Word document
(maximum 350 words, excluding title and references, in Times New Roman, 12 pt.) no later than September 30, 2014
to Ms. Liza Shaulov: liza_s@oranim.ac.il

Please include the following information:

Author(s)’ name(s) and affiliation(s), author(s)’ e-mail address(es), presentation title, presentation format (paper
presentation, poster, panel, round table, workshop), an abstract and four key words.

All abstracts will be reviewed anonymously by the organizing committee.

Organizing committee members: Prof. Lilach Lev-Ari, Dr. Orly Haim, Prof. Ezra Stieglitz, Prof. Shosh Leshem, Dr. Moshe
Shner, Dr. Orly Sela, Prof. Anat Stavans, Ms. Anat Benson and Prof. Ellen Bilger.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Prof. Lilach Lev Ari - llevari@oranim.ac.il - Oranim Academic College
Dr. Orly Haim - orli.haim@beitberl.ac.il - Beit-Berl College

Prof. Ezra Stieglitz - EStieglitz@ric.edu - Rhode Island College
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