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Haifa 
Haifa is the major port in Israel and a main town of the north of the country. The city, extending 
over the northwest flank of Mt. Carmel and overlooking the Mediterranean, had a population of 
about 246,000 in the early 1990s.  

The first settlement in the area was a small port town, founded in the 14th century b.c.e. (Late 
Bronze Age) and lasting a thousand years. Jewish burial caves from the Roman period have 
been found nearby. The Talmud mentions it as a fishing village, and it was later known as a 
shipbuilding port.  

There was a fierce battle every time the city changed hands. It was ruled in turn by Persia, 
Byzantium, the Crusaders, Saladin, the Franks, and Mamluks. Under Muslim rule there were 
only a few Jewish inhabitants, apart from those who made pilgrimages to Elijah's cave on Mt. 
Carmel. By the Ottoman conquest in 1516 Haifa was practically deserted, but its population 
gradually grew to some 4,000 by 1798, when Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav spent Rosh ha-Shanah 
with the Jewish community.  

Under the Egyptian rule (1831--40) foreign steamboats called at Haifa rather than at Acre. The 
German Templars who settled in 1868 paved Haifa's roads and introduced a stagecoach 
service to Acre and Nazareth. Haifa profited too when it was connected in 1905 with the railroad 
from Damascus to the Arabian Peninsula. But the city still had only about 1,000 Jews --- some 
from North Africa, Sephardi Jews from Turkey, and a few Ashkenazim --- in all, only an eighth 
of the total population. They lived in poverty in the Jewish Quarter, supporting themselves by 
peddling.  

From the 1880s Russian Jews arrived, and many opened shops and factories. During his visit 
to Erez Israel in 1898--99, Theodor Herzl recognized that Haifa could become the country's 
chief port. A milestone was reached in 1912, when the cornerstone was laid for the Technion, 
Israel's major institute of technology.  

After four centuries of Turkish rule, Haifa was captured in 1918 by the British. During the period 
of the British Mandate, roads and railroads were extended, and the harbor was completed in 
1934, allowing Haifa to overtake Jaffa as a port. The city further prospered with the completion 
in 1939 of the oil pipeline to its terminus on the Mediterranean, at Haifa. The port made possible 
the development of many industries --- such as oil refineries, textiles, glass, bricks and cement. 
The city's development, however, was hampered by tension between its Arab and Jewish 
residents, particularly during the riots of 1936--39. When the land in the Zebulun Valley on the 
coast was bought from the Arabs in 1928, the Zionist movement made its first venture into 
large-scale city planning. The city was divided into an industrial zone, a residential area, and 
an agricultural belt.  

As soon as the British evacuated the city in April 1948, the Haganah took over control in a 
lightning military action. Only about 3,000 of Haifa's 50,000 Arab residents chose to remain in 
the city; the rest, following the orders of the Arab High Command, refused to accept Jewish rule 
and abandoned their homes.  

Between the end of 1948 and 1993, the city's population nearly tripled---from 97,000 (96% 
being Jews) to 246,000. Until the unification of Jerusalem in 1967, Haifa was the second largest 
city in the country. In 1989--90 over 20,000 Russian Jewish immigrants settled there. The 
coastal strip is occupied by the bustling "Steel City," the crest and spurs of Mt. Carmel 
overlooking the bay are reserved for housing projects, while parks and orchards fill the gorges. 
The "Steel City" includes industrial works, large chemical and petrochemical industries, and a 
plant for producing organic fertilizers from waste. A tenth of the city's population is employed in 
the port area, where Zim (Israel's largest shipping company) also has its head office.  



The port is the home-port of Israel's fast growing navy. Piers and other port facilities have been 
added, such as the Dagon storage silos which can hold 75,000 tons of grain, shipbuilding 
facilities, a floating dock, and a jetty for Israel's fishing fleet. In 1990 over a quarter of a million 
passengers passed through Haifa port and 1,762 ships called there. Things have grown 
somewhat in the 950 years since 1046, when the Persian traveler Nasir-i Khusrau wrote that 
large sailing ships were built there.  

The non-Jewish Bahai sect has built a gold-domed sanctuary at its world center in Haifa, and 
has cultivated one of the finest and largest gardens in the country. Haifa also boasts Israel's 
only subway, set up in 1959, and known as the "Carmelit." Places of interest include Haifa 
University College, the Naval Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art.  

 
Haifa (Getting Israel Together) 
There are many sides to Haifa. There is 'Haifa-the-metropolis', boasting all the attributes of 
contemporary urban center - including a lively cultural life, top class hotels, and an impressive 

concert hall where some of the world's greatest artists appear regularly.  

There is 'Haifa-the-beautiful-residential-city,' as the upper slopes of the mountain host beautiful 
suburbs with spacious villas, abundant greenery, and panoramic views.  

And there is 'Haifa-of-the-workers,' the Haifa of heavy industry, the Haifa which tourists are only 
too happy to avoid. Yet this is the heart of Haifa.  

The story of Haifa actually begins with a visit to the village in 1898 by the German Kaiser. 
Impressed by its potential, he announced impulsively that Haifa, (rather than ACCO, as 
originally planned) would be the Mediterranean terminus for the great railway he was building 
in the Middle East. This, of course, necessitated the development of port facilities. And so, by 
the beginning of the First World War, the village had begun to develop into a city.  

During the British period, this development acceler- ated. Haifa's spectacular harbor was built, 
as were refineries for oil from the Iraqi pipeline which ran across the desert. Thousands of Jews 
and Arabs began to pour in to the city looking for work.  

By 1939, 70% of Palestine's factories were located in the Haifa bay area, including the great 
Shemen oil factory, the Nesher cement works, the Phoenicia glass factory and the Ata textile 
works. Thousands o( Jews and Arabs worked in the harbor, at the refinery, and on the railroad.  

In 1960, one commentator, Howard Sacher, wrote:  

Haifa remains the prototype of a workers' community. Fully two thirds of its inhabitants are 
stevedores, longshoremen, sailors, and factory, refinery and railroad workers. There are, as 
well, many thousands of customs and harbor employees who disdain 'white-collar' classifica- 
tion. This proletarian character explains much about the city. 
  
Tourist Haifa is attractive; workers' Haifa is not. Yet it is precisely this side - the Haifa of the 
large factories and the refineries, the steel works and the port, that should attract attention. 
Here at a glance, lies a major part of the story of the modern national Jew in Eretz Yisrael.  

The settlers who came to Eretz Yisrael, determined to re-create the Jewish nation in Palestine, 
were committed to restoring all the elements which had fallen away. The most important 
element was that of a solid working most important attributes was that of a solid working class. 
During the last centuries of exile, the Jews had been forced into a small range of occupations. 
In Eastern and Western Europe, where the vast majority of Jews had lived at the end of the 
19th century, most Jews had made their living by trading and commerce. They were rarely 
found in the centers of industry, where the new wealth of the modern world was increasingly 
produced. For the most part, this was because Jews were simply not allowed in, either by the 
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government or by the factory owners. But as the future of the modern world lay in industry, the 
Jew could not afford being left outside.  

For this reason, many of the new immigrants felt that the creation of a strong working-class was 
an important priority for the rebuilding of the nation. They knew, too, that to bring the barren 
country into the modern world, industrialization was vital. The British, with their mandate for 
Palestine, knew it too. This convergence of interests came together in the peaceful bay on the 
Mediterranean, and turned Haifa into the central industrial base of Eretz Yisrael.  
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Yemin Orde Youth Village 

Yemin Orde Youth Village, located on 77 acres atop Mount Carmel in northern Israel, is 
home, school and safe haven to 440 at-risk and immigrant youth from around the world.  The 
Village remains open 24/7, 365 days a year, for youth who have no other place to call home 
in Israel.  Yemin Orde provides a high ratio of staff to students and provides individualized 
therapeutic care and academic tutoring to those in need of extra supportive services. 
Additionally, the Village’s “Informal Educators” provide mentoring to troubled youth and are 
available 24 hours a day.  The traditions and values of Judaism are woven into every aspect 
of life at Yemin Orde. 

Our History 

As Europe slowly recovered from the ravages of World War II and survivors emerged from the 
horrors of Nazi concentration camps, a newly-founded State of Israel stood as a beacon of 
hope to these homeless souls. Most noteworthy, Yemin Orde Youth Village provided a safe 
haven and home for these Holocaust orphans and immigrant children during the great 
immigration wave to Israel of the fifties. 

Historically, Yemin Orde Youth Village was founded in 1953 by the British Friends of Youth 
Aliyah.  The Village was named for British Major General Orde Charles Wingate, an ardent 
supporter of the Zionist cause and influential force in the formation of the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF). “Yemin Orde” literally means “in the memory of Orde.” 

Our Children 

Yemin Orde Youth Village now is home to 440 youth from around the world. The Village has 
welcomed children from North Africa, Iran, India, Yemen and Eastern Europe. Today, Yemin 
Orde’s youth are from Ethiopia, France, the former Soviet Union, Brazil and Israel. Most of the 
children have suffered trauma in their young lives  including loss, neglect, abandonment and 
extreme poverty.  At Yemin Orde, they find a home, a family and a future. 

At the Village, the children live in 20 children’s houses, each named after important figures in 
history such as Martin Luther King Jr., Marcus Aurelius, and Marion and Elie Wiesel. In 
addition, the campus includes a high school offering a complete high quality academic 
curriculum; an art and music center, a large, modern computer center, a fully-equipped 
carpentry shop, a central dining room, library and sports facilities. 

https://www.yeminorde.org/about/yemin-orde-youth-village/  
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