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The Galilee 

 

 

The Galilee is perhaps the finest laboratory in the world to study the various 

components of complete Jewish national life - perhaps even better than Jerusalem! 

For while Jerusalem has been the spiritual and political capital of Israel since the time 

of David, inspiring Jews in Eretz Yisrael and throughout the world, life in Jerusalem 

never typified the life of Jews in their land. In fact, there were times when Jews were 

not allowed in Jerusalem and the Galilee became the focal point and living center of 

Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael. Of all the regions in the country, the Galilee had the most 

continuous presence of Jewish day-to-day life throughout the centuries.  

 

The Galilee is the northern area of Israel. lts borders are clear: 

 To the west: the Mediterranean Sea.  

 To the east: the Jordan valley.  

 To the north: the northern border of Israel  

 To the south: the Jezreel valley.  

The Acco-Tsfat road divides the Galilee in two:  

The upper Galilee is the area north of the road, through the valley of Beit Hakerem 

the lower Galilee runs south of the road to the Jezreel valley, and includes the basin of 

Lake Kinneret.  

The Galilee is a hard, difficult area. Today it looks fertile but the appearance is 

deceptive. The area is full of mountains and valleys, stubborn hard earth, and 

riverbeds that have been blocked for long periods of time, causing waters to fan out 

into stagnant swamps. these natural factors have demanded a lot from the people who 



have lived in the Galilee and worked its land. The people have had to be as stubborn 

as the land itself, but those who have worked the land with care and determination 

have been rewarded.  

In addition to supporting Jewish life over the ages, the Galilee hosted millions of 

foreign visitors during the course of history. During the past 3,000 years, many of the 

great empires of the world exercised control over the land of Israel. A close 

examination of the Galilee is therefore an exploration of the ways Jews learned from 

other cultures, accommodated them - and vice versa! The ebb and flow of foreign 

influence on Jewish life is a basic theme in the story of the Galilee. In the Galilee we 

can see how the Jews resisted the incursions of cultures and empires - often 

unsuccessfully and how the Galilee has responded to the social, cultural, economic, 

and military demands of Jewish national life. 

 

Pictures by: Pinhas Baraq  

http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Conte

nt/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm 

 

Ghetto Fighters Museum 

“We came here to build homes filled with life” 

The Ghetto Fighters' House – Itzhak Katzenelson Holocaust and Jewish Resistance 

Heritage Museum– known as the “House” – is not only the first Holocaust museum in 

the world but also the first of its kind to be founded by Holocaust survivors.  Since its 

establishment in 1949, the museum tells the story of the Holocaust during World War 

II, emphasizing the bravery, spiritual triumph and the incredible ability of Holocaust 

survivors and the fighters of the revolt to rebuild their lives in a new country about 

which they had dreamed – the State of Israel. 

The Ghetto Fighters’ House gives evidence to the founders’ vision.  Having to put 

behind them the grief and the horror, they chose to come to the Western Galilee in 

order to build a flourishing kibbutz – the Ghetto Fighters’ Kibbutz – and the museum 

located within the community.  

 

http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm
http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm


In light of this vision, the Ghetto Fighters’ House provides its visitors, both from Israel 

and abroad, a unique experience, going beyond the grief and horror in order to make 

evident Antek Zukerman’s declaration in the first National Gathering for Holocaust 

and Heroism Remembrance Day that took place on the Ghetto Fighters’ Kibbutz:  “We 

came here to build homes filled with life.”   

 

Alongside the museum is the Center for Humanistic Education, whose goal is to instill 

knowledge and understanding of the events that took place during the Holocaust 

through dialogue and joint learning.  The center strives to create multi-cultural 

gatherings in which intensive discussions can take place concerning the human and 

universal meaning of the Holocaust both within and beyond Israeli society.  

 

In 1995, the Yad Layeled Children’s Memorial Museum was established at the Ghetto 

Fighters’ House in order to commemorate the memory of the Jewish children who 

perished during the Holocaust.  The aim of the children’s museum is to acquaint young 

visitors with the world of the children who lived during the Holocaust, providing an 

experiential venue through which they can explore the subject of the Holocaust in an 

age appropriate manner.   

http://gfh.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=229 

Usfiya 

The Druze village of Usfiya is located on the top of the Carmel Mountain 

commanding a panoramic view of the surrounding green hills.  The village has a rich 

tradition of openness, hospitality, and warmth that is characteristic of the Druze 

community.  Its special location and rich ethnic tradition and culture have proved 

especially attractive for travelers and tourists.  

Usfiya was first established during the 17th and 18th century by Druze from the 

mountains of Lebanon.  They were later joined by several Egyptian families, and in 

2003 the village was merged with the neighboring Druze village of Daliat El 

Carmel.  The two unified villages are known today as Ir Carmel. 

http://gfh.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=86
http://gfh.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=82
http://gfh.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=229


The village has opened itself to tourists, while at the same time preserving its 

traditional Druze life style.  The Druze are well-known for their warm hospitality and 

receive guests with smiling enthusiasm.  The Usfiya residents are no exception, and 

welcome visitors into their homes, where they can get a close glimpse of Druze 

religious customs and traditions. 

Visitors can walk through the narrow streets of the village and wander through the 

picturesque alleyways on their own, but it is recommended to go with a guide, who 

will add to your visit by showing you around and telling you interesting stories about 

the community.  In the center of the village are several old buildings built in the style 

characteristic of northern Israel and southern Lebanon.  There is also an olive press in 

the impressive ancient quarter where visitors can learn about the process of making 

olive oil and make oil candles. 

The main street of the village has a lively bazaar filled with a variety of colorful 

shops.  Nearby restaurants serve guests spicy ethnic foods.  The colorful market is 

filled with visitors on Shabbat and is a noisy, festive place filled with exotic aromas 

and colors. 

Visitors who wish to learn about the Druze culture from close up can lodge in an 

authentic Druze home or in guesthouses run by the local residents.  Guests can enjoy 

traditional foods, listen to stories, and watch special performances of traditional 

music, song and dance.  Those who would like to have a religious experience can visit 

the Druze house of prayer, the mosque, or in the Catholic-Maronite Church. 

The western entrance to Usfiya has a beautiful promenade overlooking the 

view.  Usfiya is a good departure point for nature walks in the Carmel Mountains 

nearby.  

http://www.thinkisrael.com/Tourism_Euk/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities

/Usfiya.hm 

Haifa  

The largest city in northern Israel, and the third largest city in the country, with a population 

of over 277,082. Another 300,000 people live in towns directly adjacent to the city 

including Daliyat al-Karmel, the Krayot, Nesher, Tirat Carmel, and some Kibbuzim. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Israeli_cities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daliyat_al-Karmel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krayot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nesher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirat_Carmel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kibbuz


     

Together these areas form a contiguous urban area home to nearly 600,000 residents 

which makes up the inner core of the Haifa metropolitan area, the second or third 

most populous metropolitan area in Israel. It is also home to the Bahá'í World Centre, 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site and destination for Baha'i pilgrims.  

Built on the slopes of Mount Carmel, the history of settlement at the site spans more 

than 3,000 years. The earliest known settlement in the vicinity was Tell Abu Hawam, 

a small port city established in the Late Bronze Age (14th century BCE). In the 3rd 

century CE, Haifa was known as a dye-making center. Over the centuries, the city has 

changed hands: It has been conquered and ruled by the Phoenicians, Persians, 

Hasmoneans, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Crusaders, Ottomans, British, and the 

Israelis. Since the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, the city has been 

governed by the Haifa Municipality.   

Today, the city is a major seaport located on Israel's Mediterranean coastline in 

the Bay of Haifa covering 63.7 square kilometres (24.6 sq mi). It is located about 90 

kilometres (56 mi) north of Tel Aviv and is the major regional center of northern 

Israel. Two respected academic institutions, the University of Haifa and the Technion, 

are located in Haifa in addition to the largest K-12 school in Israel, The Hebrew Reali 

School. The city plays an important role in Israel's economy. It is home to Matam, 

one of the oldest and largest high-tech parks in the country. Haifa Bay is a center of 

heavy industry, petroleum refining and chemical processing. Haifa was formerly the 

western terminus of an oil pipeline from Iraq via Jordan. 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haifa 
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