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City of Akko 

Akko (Acre) represents tumultuous the history of the Land of Israel possibly 

better than any other city in the country. Akko is a city that has been shaped by 

the Romans, Ottomans, Crusaders, Mamelukes, Byzantines, and British, and 

fittingly is today home to a brilliantly coexistent mixed population of Jews, 

Christians and Muslims. The Old City of Akko is a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site and one of the oldest ports in the world, and the city is also home to part of 

the Bahai World Center (the other part being in Haifa) 

Acre was once a leading port in the Middle East, in the same league as Alexandria 

and Constantinople. Today, it is home primarily to small fishing boats. 

A part of the kingdom of Israel, Acre was incorporated into the empire of Alexander 

the Great after his conquest in 332 B.C.E. The city was subsequently seized by the 

Egyptian king Ptolemy II, who renamed the city Ptolemais in the 2nd century B.C.E. 

This name stuck until the Muslim conquest in the 7th century CE, when its ancient 

name was restored. Confusion over what to call the city was compounded by the 

Crusaders' conquest in 1104, after which it became known as St. Jean d'Acre, or Acre 

for short. 

In 1291, the Mamluks invaded and destroyed the city, killing every remaining 

Crusader and putting an end to the Latin Kingdom. Acre ceased to be a major city for 

almost 500 years. When the Bedouin sheikh Daher el-Omar carved a small fiefdom 

out of the Ottoman Empire in the mid-18th century, he made Acre his capital and built 

a large fortress. It was subsequently fortified by the Turkish governor (1775-1804), 

Ahmad Pasha al-Jazzer ("The Butcher"). The mosque al-Jazzer built is one of the 

most beautiful in Israel and the most distinctive building in the old city. 

Napoleon landed in Palestine and assaulted Acre in 1799, but he was unable to take 

the city. His Middle Eastern campaign subsequently collapsed and he withdrew to 

France. 

Acre fell under Ottoman control until the Turks were defeated in 1918 by the British. 

The city subsequently became part of the British Mandate for Palestine. The British 

used the ancient fortress, which had never been breached, as a high-security prison to 

hold (and execute) members of the various Jewish underground groups. On May 4, 

1947, members of the Irgun staged a dramatic rescue(dramatized in the film Exodus). 

Though few Jews escaped, the audacity of the raid was a serious blow to British 

prestige and a tremendous boost for the morale of the Jews. Today, the fort is the site 

of the Underground Prisoners Memorial Museum, which depicts the history of Acre 

and the prison.  

http://www.touristisrael.com/haifa/435/


Today, the population of Acre is approximately 40,000 and has one of the higher 

proportions of non-Jews of any of Israel's cities, with roughly 25 percent Christians, 

Muslims, Druze and Baha'is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acre,_Israel  


