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Mt. Zion 

 

Between 1948 and 1967, when Jerusalem’s Old City was under Jordanian 

rule, the closest that Israelis could come to the Temple Mount was Mount 

Zion, a hill just outside the walls on the southern end of the Old City. The hill 

has been called Mount Zion since sometime in the Middle Ages, even though 

Jewish scripture refers to the Temple Mount by the same name. 

Interestingly enough, legend has it that Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent 

initially meant for Mount Zion to be inside the walls of the Old City. However, 

the Turkish engineers who were planning the restoration of the walls 

accidentally left Mount Zion and King David’s Tomb outside the walls, 

prompting the livid sultan to execute them. Among the important sites and 

landmarks on Mount Zion are the Room of the Last Supper, King David’s 

Tomb, the Chamber of the Holocaust, and the Protestant Cemetery. In 

addition Oskar Schindler is buried here as a righteous gentile, and the 

Dormition Abbey is located here. 

 

https://www.itraveljerusalem.com/ent/mount-zion 

 
 

https://www.itraveljerusalem.com/ent/mount-zion


Theodor (Benjamin Ze'ev) Herzl (1860 – 1904) 

 

Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl was the visionary behind modern Zionism and the 

reinstitution of a Jewish homeland. 

Herzl (born May 2, 1860; died July 3, 1904) was born in Budapest in 1860. He was 

educated in the spirit of the German-Jewish Enlightenment, and learned to 

appreciate secular culture. In 1878 the family moved to Vienna, and in 1884 Herzl 

was awarded a doctorate of law from the University of Vienna. He became a writer, 

playwright and journalist. The Paris correspondent of the influential liberal Vienna 

newspaper Neue Freie Presse was none other than Theodor Herzl. 

Herzl first encountered the anti-Semitism that would shape his life and the fate of 

the Jews in the twentieth century while studying at the University of Vienna (1882). 

Later, during his stay in Paris as a journalist, he was brought face-to-face with the 

problem. At the time, he regarded the Jewish problem as a social issue and wrote a 

drama, The Ghetto (1894), in which assimilation and conversion are rejected as 

solutions. He hoped that The Ghetto would lead to debate and ultimately to a 

solution, based on mutual tolerance and respect between Christians and Jews. 

The Dreyfus Affair 

In 1894, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in the French army, was unjustly 

accused of treason, mainly because of the prevailing anti-Semitic atmosphere. 

Herzl witnessed mobs shouting “Death to the Jews” in France, the home of the 

French Revolution, and resolved that there was only one solution: the mass 

immigration of Jews to a land that they could call their own. Thus, the Dreyfus 

Case became one of the determinants in the genesis of Political Zionism. 

Herzl concluded that anti-Semitism was a stable and immutable factor in human 

society, which assimilation did not solve. He mulled over the idea of Jewish 

sovereignty, and, despite ridicule from Jewish leaders, published Der Judenstaat 

(The Jewish State, 1896). Herzl argued that the essence of the Jewish problem 

was not individual but national. He declared that the Jews could gain acceptance 

in the world only if they ceased being a national anomaly. The Jews are one 

people, he said, and their plight could be transformed into a positive force by the 

establishment of a Jewish state with the consent of the great powers. He saw the 
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Jewish question as an international political question to be dealt with in the arena 

of international politics. 

Herzl proposed a practical program for collecting funds from Jews around the 

world by a company to be owned by stockholders, which would work toward the 

practical realization of this goal. (This organization, when it was eventually formed, 

was called the Zionist Organization.) He saw the future state as a model social 

state, basing his ideas on the European model of the time, of a modern 

enlightened society. It would be neutral and peace-seeking, and of a secular 

nature. 

In his Zionist novel, Altneuland (Old New Land, 1902), Herzl pictured the future 

Jewish state as a socialist utopia. He envisioned a new society that was to rise in 

the Land of Israel on a cooperative basis utilizing science and technology in the 

development of the Land. 

He included detailed ideas about how he saw the future state’s political structure, 

immigration, fundraising, diplomatic relations, social laws and relations between 

religion and the state. In Altneuland, the Jewish state was foreseen as a pluralist, 

advanced society, a “light unto the nations.” This book had a great impact on the 

Jews of the time and became a symbol of the Zionist vision in the Land of Israel. 

A Movement Is Started 

Herzl's ideas were met with enthusiasm by the Jewish masses in Eastern Europe, 

although Jewish leaders were less ardent. Herzl appealed to wealthy Jews such as 

Baron Hirsch and Baron Rothschild, to join the national Zionist movement, but in 

vain. He then appealed to the people, and the result was the convening of the First 

Zionist Congress in Basle, Switzerland, on August 29-31, 1897. 

The Congress was the first interterritorial gathering of Jews on a national and 

secular basis. Here the delegates adopted the Basle Program, the program of the 

Zionist movement, and declared, “Zionism seeks to establish a home for the 

Jewish people in Palestine secured under public law.” At the Congress the World 

Zionist Organization was established as the political arm of the Jewish people, and 

Herzl was elected its first president. 

Herzl convened six Zionist Congresses between 1897 and 1902. It was here that 

the tools for Zionist activism were forged: Otzar Hityashvut Hayehudim, the Jewish 

National Fund and the movement’s newspaper Die Welt. 

After the First Zionist Congress, the movement met yearly at an international 

Zionist Congress. In 1936, the center of the Zionist movement was transferred to 

Jerusalem. 

Uganda Isn’t Zion 

Herzl saw the need for encouragement by the great powers of the aims of the 

Jewish people in the Land. Thus, he traveled to the Land of Israel and Istanbul in 

1898 to meet with Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany and the Sultan of the Ottoman 

Empire. The meeting with Wilhelm was a failure - the monarch dismissed Herzl’s 

political entreaties with snide anti-Semitic remarks. When these efforts proved 

fruitless, he turned to Great Britain, and met with Joseph Chamberlain, the British 
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colonial secretary and others. The only concrete offer he received from the British 

was the proposal of a Jewish autonomous region in east Africa, in Uganda. 

In 1899, in an essay entitled “The Family Affliction” written for The American 

Hebrew, Herzl wrote, “Anyone who wants to work in behalf of the Jews needs - to 

use a popular phrase - a strong stomach.”  

The 1903 Kishinev pogrom and the difficult state of Russian Jewry, witnessed 

firsthand by Herzl during a visit to Russia, had a profound effect on him. He 

requested that the Russian government assist the Zionist Movement to transfer 

Jews from Russia to Eretz Yisrael. 

At the Sixth Zionist Congress (1903), Herzl proposed the British Uganda Program 

as a temporary refuge for Jews in Russia in immediate danger. While Herzl made 

it clear that this program would not affect the ultimate aim of Zionism, a Jewish 

entity in the Land of Israel, the proposal aroused a storm at the Congress and 

nearly led to a split in the Zionist movement. The Uganda Program was finally 

rejected by the Zionist movement at the Seventh Zionist Congress in 1905. 

Herzl died in Vienna in 1904, of pneumonia and a weak heart overworked by his 

incessant efforts on behalf of Zionism. By then the movement had found its place 

on the world political map. In 1949, Herzl’s remains were brought to Israel and 

reinterred on Mount Herzl in Jerusalem. 

Herzl’s books Der Judenstaat (“The Jewish State”) and Altneuland (“Old New 

Land”), his plays and articles have been published frequently and translated into 

many languages. His name has been commemorated in the Herzl Forests at Ben 

Shemen and Hulda, the world's first Hebrew gymnasium — “Herzliya” — which 

was established in Tel Aviv, the town of Herzliya in the Sharon and neighborhoods 

and streets in many Israeli towns and cities. 

Herzl coined the phrase “If you will, it is no fairytale,” which became the motto of 

the Zionist movement. Although at the time no one could have imagined it, Zionism 

led, only fifty years later, to the establishment of the independent State of Israel. 

Herzl’s Family  

Herzl met his future wife Julie when he was 26 and she was only 18 years old, in 

1886. They enjoyed a tumultuous on-again, off-again relationship until they 

married in 1889, in an Austrian village on the outskirts of Vienna. Two years after 

their marriage Herzl moved to Paris for work, leaving Julie behind in Vienna with 

their children. Although during the later years of his life he was rarely even in the 

same country as his wife, she was not willing to consider getting divorced and so 

they stayed together until his death at age 44 in 1904. Julie died three years later 

at 39 years old. 

Herzl and his wife Julie, who was prone to mental instability, had three children, 

each of whom met a terrible end. His eldest daughter Pauline was a drug addict 

who died in a French hospital. His son Hans, who shot himself upon learning of his 

sister’s death, had left Judaism for a series of Christian churches. Herzl had failed 

to have his son circumcised, and the Zionist leadership, following Herzl’s death, 

saw to it that the oversight be remedied when the boy was 15 years old. His 

youngest daughter Trude perished in the Nazi concentration camp of 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Zionism/Uganda.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Zionism/Uganda.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Zionism/firstcong.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Vienna.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jerusalem4.html#Herzl
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Zionism/herzlex.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Telaviv.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Herzliya.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Vienna.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/paris.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Vienna.html


Theresienstadt. Her son, Stephen Theodore Norman (born Stephen Neumann), 

had been sent to safety in England. On November 20, 1946, after learning of the 

death of his parents, he jumped to his death from the Massachusetts Avenue 

Bridge in Washington, D.C. at the age of 27.  

Herzl himself was 44-years-old when he died in the summer of 1904, on the 20th 

of Tammuz in the Jewish calendar.  

 

Sources: Green, David B. “This day in Jewish history: A Zionist makes a very 

unfortunate marriage,” Haaretz, (June 25, 2015) 

Family information taken from: The Jerusalem Report, July 12, 2004. "Israel: 100 

Years Since Herzl's Death." 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/Herzl.html  

Mt. Herzl 

Mount Herzl is named after Binyamin Ze'ev 

(Theodor) Herzl, visionary of the Jewish State.  

It is a site of major national importance for Israel 

and the Jewish people, where the annual official 

state ceremony marking the conclusion of 

Memorial Day for Israel's fallen and 

commencement of Israel's Independence Day 

Festivities take place. 

 

Resting Place of Great Leaders of the Nation: Israel's presidents, prime ministers, 

speakers of the Knesset and other dignitaries decided upon by the government are 

interred here. 

 

Resting Place of Leaders of the World Zionist Organization: Presidents and chairmen 

of the World Zionist Organization and members of Herzl's family are interred here. 

 

Along the northern slopes of Mount Herzl, stretches Israel's Military Cemetery. On its 

western face, sits the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial. Together, these sites give 

expression to the major and tumultuous events that led to the establishment of State 

of Israel just half a century after Herzl himself first envisioned it. 

 

Herzl's tomb lies on the crest of the mountain 

range overlooking the Judean Hills on the side, 

and both old and new Jerusalem on the other. The 

tombstone itself is constructed of black marble 

with only the four Hebrew letters of Herzl's name 

engraved on it.  
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Yad Vashem 

Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' 

Remembrance Authority, is Israel’s national 

Holocaust memorial. It was established in 1953 by 

an act of the Israeli Parliament (Knesset) which 

defined its function as follows: “To gather unto the 

homeland all commemorative material regarding 

members of the Jewish people who fell, fought and 

rebelled against the Nazi enemy and German 

satellites, to establish a memorial for them and for 

the communities organizations, and institutions that 

were destroyed because they were Jewish, and to 

perpetuate the memory of the Righteous Among the 

Nations.”  

The name Yad Vashem (lit, "a monument and a 

name"), comes from Isaiah 56:5: "I will give them, in 

my house and in my walls, a monument and a 

name, better than sons and daughters; I will give 

them an everlasting name that shall never be effaced."  

 

Located on Har Hazikaron, the Mount of Remembrance, in Jerusalem, Yad Vashem 

is a vast, sprawling complex of tree-studded walkways leading to museums, exhibits, 

archives, monuments, sculptures, and memorials. 

Yad Vashem's Information Repositories  

The Archive collection, the largest and most comprehensive repository of material 

on the Holocaust in the world, comprises 68 million pages of documents, nearly 

300,000 photographs along with thousands of films and videotaped testimonies of 

survivors. These may be accessed by the public and read and viewed in the 

appropriate rooms. 

The Library houses some 112,000 titles in many languages, thousands of periodicals 

and a large number of rare and precious items, establishing itself as the most 

significant Holocaust library in the world. Holdings may be accessed by the public on 

site, and residents of Israel are entitled to limited borrowing privileges. 

The Hall of Names is a tribute to the victims by remembering them not as 

anonymous numbers but as individual human beings. The "Pages of Testimony" are 

symbolic gravestones, which record names and biographical data of millions of 

martyrs, as submitted by family members and friends. To date Yad Vashem has 

computerized 3.2 million names of Holocaust victims, compiled from approximately 2 

million Pages of Testimony and various other lists. 

Education, Research and Publications  
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The International School for Holocaust Studies is the only school of its kind in the 

world. With 17 classrooms, a modern multimedia center, resource and pedagogical 

center, an auditorium and over 100 educators on its staff, the school caters annually 

to over 187,000 students from Israel, and thousands of educators from Israel and 

around the world. Courses for teachers are offered in numerous languages other 

than Hebrew, and the school also sends its professional staff around the world for the 

purpose of Holocaust education. The team of experts at the school is developing a 

variety of educational programmes and study aids on the Holocaust including 

advanced multimedia programs, maps, books, cassettes and other educational aids. 

The International Institute for Holocaust Research coordinates and supports 

research on national and international levels, organizes conferences and colloquia 

and publishes a variety of important works on the Holocaust, including memoirs, 

diaries, historical studies, a scholarly annual and such like. 

The Yad Vashem Studies is a series of 35 volumes to date, comprising conference 

proceedings and scholarly articles on every aspect of the Holocaust. 

Yad Vashem Publications has a growing catalogue of Hebrew and English 

publications including history books, diaries and document collections. Yad Vashem 

has published over 200 books to date, which constitute the backbone of Holocaust 

literature in Israeli society. In recent years, 24 books have been published annually 

Museums  

The new Holocaust History Museum occupies over 4,200 square meters, mainly 

underground. Both multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary, it presents the story of the 

Shoah from a unique Jewish perspective, emphasizing the experiences of the 

individual victims through original artifacts, survivor testimonies and personal 

possessions.  

The Art Museum is a testimony to the strength of the human spirit and holds the 

world's largest and most important collection of Holocaust art. It includes works of art 

that were created under the inconceivably adverse conditions of the Holocaust and a 

selection of works done after the war by Holocaust survivors and by other artists. 

Unique Memorial Sites  

The Hall of Remembrance is a solemn tent-like structure which allows visitors to 

pay their respects to the memories of the martyred dead. On the floor are the names 

of the six death camps and some of the concentration camps and killing sites 

throughout Europe. In front of the memorial flame lies a crypt containing ashes of 

victims. Memorial ceremonies for official visitors are held here. 

The Children's Memorial is hollowed out from an underground cavern, where 

memorial candles, a customary Jewish tradition to remember the dead, are reflected 

infinitely in a dark and somber space. This memorial is a tribute to the approximately 

one and a half million Jewish children who perished during the Holocaust. 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/education/index_education.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_yad/what_new/temp_about_yad/temp_index_about_yad_institute.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/temp_about_the_holocaust/temp_index_home_studies.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/research_publications/publications-new/home.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/new_museum/overview.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/new_museum/art.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/visiting/temp_visiting/temp_index_hall.html
http://www1.yadvashem.org/visiting/temp_visiting/temp_index_children.html


The Valley of the Communities is a 2.5 acre monument that was dug out from the 

natural bedrock. Engraved on the massive stone walls of the memorial are the 

names of over five thousand Jewish communities that were destroyed and of the few 

that suffered but survived in the shadow of the Holocaust. 

The Avenue and Garden of the Righteous Among the Nations honor the non-

Jews who acted according to the most noble principles of humanity and risked their 

lives to help Jews during the Holocaust. 2000 trees, symbolic of the renewal of life, 

have been planted in and around the avenue. Plaques adjacent to each tree give the 

names of those being honored along with their country of residence during the war. A 

further 19,000 names of non-Jews recognized to date by Yad Vashem as Righteous 

Among the Nations, are engraved on walls according to country, in the Garden of the 

Righteous Among the Nations. 

The Memorial to the Deportees is an original cattle-car which was used to transport 

thousands of Jews to the death camps. Perched on the edge of an abyss facing the 

Jerusalem forest, the monument symbolizes both the impending horror, and the 

rebirth which followed the Holocaust. 

Annual ceremonies  

Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Day: In 1953, the Israeli Knesset 

passed a law that provided for the commemoration of the Holocaust on the 27th 

Nissan, a date that usually falls towards the end of April or the beginning of May. It is 

marked at Yad Vashem by a solemn state ceremony at Warsaw Ghetto Square, 

attended by many dignitaries, in which the President and the Prime Minister of the 

State of Israel participate. The public is invited to attend, however tickets must be 

obtained in advance. These are available from Yad Vashem free of charge. The next 

morning, a wreath-laying ceremony is held in Warsaw Ghetto Square followed by the 

"Unto Every Person There is a Name" ceremony in the Hall of Remembrance where 

the public is invited to read out the names of Jewish Holocaust victims. The main 

traditional memorial ceremony is held in the Hall of Remembrance and the day 

concludes with a youth movement ceremony. 

Victory in Europe (VE) day: The Allied victory over Nazi Germany on May 8/9, 1945 

is observed annually in a commemorative state ceremony held at the Memorial to the 

Jewish Soldiers at Yad Vashem. The special guests of the ceremony are the war 

veterans themselves. The public is cordially invited to attend. 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_yad/index_about_yad.html 

 

Dr. Rachel Korazim 

Dr. Rachel Korazim is a freelance Jewish education consultant specializing in 

curriculum development for Israel and Holocaust education. Until 2008 she had been 

the Academic Director of Distance learning programs at The JAFI Department of 

Education. 
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Born in Israel, she had served in the I.D.F as an officer in the central training base for 

women and was later, a member of the I.D.F delegation to Niger (West Africa). She 

is a graduate of Haifa University with a PhD in Jewish education.  Rachel has a vast 

experience in Jewish education both in Israel and the Diaspora. As one of the 

founders and directors of a special program for soldiers from disadvantaged 

background, she was responsible for creating the educational framework and training 

teachers for the implementation of the program.  

 

Since her first Shlichut to Canada where she was the head of JAFI delegation from 

(1985 to 1988) she is involved with Jewish education worldwide; creating and 

implementing in-service training programs for educators, writing educational 

materials, counseling and teaching.  Rachel is familiar, through many visits, with the 

Jewish education communities of the US, Canada, Latin America and Europe. Since 

1990 she has invested a lot of her time and energy in helping the emerging Jewish 

schools of Hungary. 

 


