
 

 

Eastern Mennonite University 

Cross-cultural Program 

ISRAEL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             March 28 – April 3, 2016 

                                                               18-24 Adar 2 5776 

Sites and Speakers 

 The International School - Oranim College  

The Galilee 

Kibbutz Mizra 

  



The International School of Oranim College 

 

The Jezreel Valley 

 

Kibbutz Mizra 

 

The Galilee 

 

Ghetto Fighters Museum 

 

Usfiya 

 

Dr. Jack Pastor 

 

Michael Grynszpan 

 

Levana Zamir  

 

Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler 

 

Dr. Udi Manor 

 

City of Akko 

 

The Association for the Commemoration  

of Bat-Chen Shahak 

 

The International School at Oranim College 



 

Oranim International School bring scholars, educational practitioners, and students 

from around the world to the pastoral campus of Oranim College in the north of Israel 

in order to study, teach, and research in the spirit of Oranim's values: educational 

innovation and leadership combined with academic excellence, sensitivity towards 

individual differences and cultural diversity, strengthening personal identity, and 

accepting collective responsibility.  

The four intertwining initiatives of Oranim's International School are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission 

Oranim International School’s mission is to serve as an international center of 

knowledge, inquiry, and discussion, developing novel educational ideas and methods. 

Through dialogue and ongoing mutual relationships, Oranim seeks to strengthen the 

connection between the diverse cultures in Israel, and to enhance the links between 

Israel and the rest of the Jewish world, as well as the world at large. In doing so, 

Oranim strives to be a leader of social change. 

 

Vision 

Accredited programs 

for undergraduate 

and graduate 

students 

Student and faculty 

exchanges 

Educational initiatives 

with Jewish 

communities worldwide 

Academic and 

research 

collaboration 



Oranim International School's vision is to engage researchers, leaders, and students 

from diverse cultures, religions, and approaches in academic collaborations and 

programs designed to increase knowledge, understanding, and cooperation while 

promoting social change, informed by Israeli, Jewish, and humanistic values. 

 

Educational Tourism for University Students 

 

Universities across the globe come to Oranim College for seminars which combine 

high-level academics with the best of educational tourism as well as informal 

education. Our custom-designed seminars focus on such topics as an inside look into 

Israeli society, Jewish Peoplehood, identity, migration and historical narrative, the 

social work and educational systems in Israel, and Hebrew language acquisition. Our 

clients include MIT, JTS-The Davidson School, Hebrew Union College – Jewish 

Institute of Religion, and Hebrew College. 

 

Oranim’s International Partners 

 

Oranim’s top notch educational centers, along with its other departments, offer 

opportunities for joint teaching, student and staff exchanges, and joint academic 

research. These opportunities have served as the basis for partnerships with Israeli and 

international universities, colleges, and research centers. 

  

Oranim faculty members present their research in international conferences and write 

articles for academic periodicals worldwide. In addition, the Oranim International 

has established an extensive network of academic collaborations. School 

   

Oranim College is currently negotiating additional partnerships with American and 

European institutions of higher education, including partnerships through the 

ERASMUS+ program.  
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

The Jezreel Valley (Hebrew: עמק יזרעאל, Emek Yizre'el; Arabic: عامر مرج ابن, Marj Ibn 

Amer; in the Douay-Rheims, Jezreel is spelled Jezrael and Jezrahel) is a large fertile 

plain and inland valley south of the Lower Galilee region in Israel. The Samarian 

highlands and Mount Gilboa, border the valley from the south and the northern 

outskirts of the West Bank cities of Jenin and Tulkarm have spread into the southern 

part of the valley. To the west is the Mount Carmel range, and to the east is the Jordan 

Valley. 

Etymology 

The Jezreel Valley takes its name from the ancient city of Jezreel (known in Arabic as 

Zir'in; Arabic: زرعين) which was located on a low hill overlooking the southern edge 

of the valley, though some scholars think that the name of the city originates from the 

name of the clan which founded it, and whose existence is mentioned in the 

Merneptah stele.
[1]

 The word Jezreel means "God sows" or "El sows".
[2]

 The phrase 

"valley of Jezreel" was sometimes used to refer to the central part of the valley, 

around the city of Jezreel, while the southwestern portion was known as the "valley of 

Megiddo", after the ancient city of Megiddo, which was located there. 
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Over time, different civilisations have named the valley differently. As such this area 

has also been known as the Plain of Esdraelon (Esdraelon is the Koine Greek 

rendering of Jezreel
[3]

), the Zirin Valley (Arabic: سهل زرعين, Sahel Zir'in), and the 

Meadow of Amr's son (Arabic: عامر مرج بن, Marj Ibn Amer). 

History 

For the ancient, Israelite city see: Jezreel (city)  

Formation 

The valley perhaps once acted as the channel by which the Dead Sea, located 

southeast of the valley, connected to the Mediterranean Sea. About two million years 

ago, as the land between the Mediterranean Sea and the Great Rift Valley rose, this 

connection was lost, and periodic floods from the Mediterranean Sea ceased. This 

resulted in the Dead Sea no longer having a connection to the ocean, and over time, 

due to greater evaporation than precipitation plus surface water inflow, it has become 

heavily saline. 

Biblical history 

In addition to the settlements of Jezreel and Megiddo, the valley has played host to a 

number of other historic places, such as Beit She'an and Shimron. The largest modern 

settlement in the Jezreel Valley is the city of Afula (Hebrew: עפולה, Arabic: عفولة), 

also known as the "Capital of the Valley" (Hebrew: בירת העמק) where archaeological 

excavations have indicated near continuous settlement of the place through the 

Ghassulian culture of the Chalcolithic Age (c. 4500-3300 BCE) to the Ayyubid 

periods of the 11-13th centuries.
[4]

 It is regarded to have been the Biblical city of 

Ophrah, which the Book of Judges identifies as the home of Gideon.
[5]

 The valley 

formed an easier route through the Levant than crossing the mountains on either side, 

and so saw a large amount of traffic, and was the site of many historic battles; the 

earliest battle for which, the Battle of Megiddo, has a surviving detailed account to 

prove that it was fought in the valley. Due to the surrounding terrain, Egyptian 

chariots were only able to travel from Egypt as far as the Jezreel valley and the valley 

north of Lake Huleh. 
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According to the Bible, the valley was the scene of a victory by the Israelites, led by 

Gideon, against the Midianites, the Amalekiltes, and the Children of the East
[6]

, but 

was later the location at which the Israelites, led by King Saul, were defeated by the 

Philistines.
[7]

 According to textual scholars, the account of a Philistine victory at 

Jezreel derives from the monarchial source, in contrast to the republican source, 

which places the Philistine victory against the Israelites at Mount Gilboa.
[8][9]

 In 

Christian Eschatology, the part of the valley on which the Battle of Megiddo was 

fought is believed to be destined to be the site of the penultimate battle between good 

and evil (the final battle taking place 1,000 years later in Jerusalem),
[10]

 known as 

Armageddon (a word derived from Megiddo). 

As recounted in 2Kings 9:1-10, after Jehu kills King Jehoram, he confronts Jezebel in 

Jezreel and urges her eunuchs to kill Jezebel by throwing her out of a window. They 

comply, tossing her out the window and leaving her in the street to be eaten by dogs. 

Only Jezebel's skull, feet, and hands remained. 

Modern History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Ruin called "castle of Zerín" in the 1880s    View from Mount Gilboa.           

Ottoman Rule (19th century) 

In 1852 the American writer Bayard Taylor traveled across the Jezreel Valley, which 

he described in his 1854 book 'The Lands of the Saracen; or, Pictures of Palestine, 

Asia Minor, Sicily and Spain' as: "one of the richest districts in the world."
[11]

 

Laurence Oliphant, who visited the 'Akko Sanjak' valley area in 1887, then a 

subprovince of the 'Beirut Wilayah',
[12]

 wrote that the Valley of Esdraelon (Jezreel) 

was "a huge green lake of waving wheat, with its village-crowned mounds rising from 
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it like islands; and it presents one of the most striking pictures of luxuriant fertility 

which it is possible to conceive."
[13]

 

In the 1870s, the Sursock family of Beirut (present-day Lebanon) purchased the land 

from the Ottoman government for approximately £20,000. Between 1912 and 1925 

the Sursock family (then under the French Mandate of Syria) sold their 80,000 acres 

(320 km²) of land in the Vale of Jezreel to the American Zion Commonwealth for 

about nearly three quarters of a million pounds, who purchased the land for Jewish 

resettlement
[14]

 and the Jewish National Fund.
[15]

 

British Mandate, 1918-1948 

Following these sales, the 8 000 Arab farmers who lived in 22 villages working for 

the absentee landowners were evicted. Some farmers refused to leave their land, as in 

Afula (El-Ful),
[16]

 however the new owners decided that it would be inappropriate for 

these farmers to remain as tenants on land intended for Jewish labor, and they also 

followed the socialist ideology of the Yishuv, believing that it would be wrong for a 

(Jewish) landlord to exploit a landless (Arab) peasant. British police had to be used to 

expel some and the dispossessed made their way to the coast to search for new work 

with most ending up in shanty towns on the edges of Jaffa and Haifa.
[17]

 

Following purchase of the land, the first modern-day settlements were created after 

the American Zion Commonwealth founded the modern day city of Afula and the 

swamp was drained. The first moshav, Nahalal, was settled in this valley on 11 

September 1921. 

After the widespread Arab riots of 1929 in the then British Mandate of Palestine, the 

Hope Simpson Royal Commission was appointed to seek causes and remedies for the 

instability. The Commission's findings in regard to "Government responsibility 

towards Arab cultivators", was that the Jewish authorities "have nothing with which 

to reproach themselves" in the purchase of the valley, noting the high prices paid and 

land occupants receiving compensation not legally bound. The responsibility of the 

Mandate Government for "soreness felt (among both effendi and fellahin) owing to 

the sale of large areas by the absentee Sursock family" and the displacement of Arab 

tenants; noted that, "the duty of the Administration of Palestine to ensure that the 
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rights and position of the Arabs are not prejudiced by Jewish immigration. It is 

doubtful whether, in the matter of the Sursock lands, this Article of the Mandate 

received sufficient consideration."
[18]

 

State of Israel 

Jezreel Valley is a green fertile plain covered with fields of wheat, cotton, sunflowers 

and corn, as well as grazing tracts for multitudes of sheep and cattle. The area is 

governed by the Jezreel Valley Regional Council. The Max Stern College of Emek 

Yizreel and the Emek Medical Center are located in the valley. In 2006, the Israeli 

Transportation Ministry and Jezreel Valley Regional Council announced plans to 

build an international airport near Megiddo but the project was shelved due to 

environmental objections.[18] 

 

 

 

 

View from Mt. Tabor towards to Jezreel valley. Village on Left is Nin, at center is 

Daburiyya. 
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Kibbutz Mizra 

Location: The Jezreel valley (between Afula and Nazareth 

The ancient name of the place: Rova el Natzra . This name was changed to Mizra.  

Year of Establishment: 1923. 

Founders: Originally founded by a group of pioneers from Russia, who were joined 

by group from Poland called "Tzrifin". In 1929 they were joined by a large group of 

"Hashomer Hatzair" graduates from Galicia, mainly from the town of Nadborna and 

this group was called according to the name of the town. The settlement became a 

kibbutz and joined the Kibbutz Artzi federation. In the 1930's a youth group from 

Germany arrived at Mizra. 
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In the late 1940s and early 1950s other groups joined the kibbutz. This body was 

composed of Bulgarian youth (1943) and Hungarian youth ("Geulim"), the first group 

of children who were born on Mizra and graduates of Hashomer Hatzair in Kiryat 

Haim. Together they constituted the "Ein Gedi" group whose members were the 

major social and economic leaders on the kibbutz for many years. From the late 1950s 

and afterwards alumni from the local educational institution (high school), both the 

children of members and children sent by their families to be educated on the kibbutz, 

became new members. The children in the latter group were "adopted" by kibbutz 

families and became an important part in the demographic growth of the kibbutz. 

The kibbutz population today is composed of 350 members. Together with the 

members, children and temporary inhabitants the total population is 700. 

Characteristics: Mizra is a stable, cohesive kibbutz. The far reaching changes recently 

made in the style of life were made after careful, responsible consideration. The 

difficult discussions that preceded the changes were characterized by an atmosphere 

of tolerance and respect for all opinions. The kibbutz has a rich cultural life and 

holiday celebrations. The events are enriched by the talents of local artists and 

attended by most of the members. 

 

Mizra in literature: Written material about the kibbutz can be found in the book 

Wounded Bird (a diary written by Dora Bader between the years of 1933-1937), and 

in books and stories written by Reuven Kritz, Shamai Galander and Avram Cantor 

which were inspired by the kibbutz and its members. A regular internal bulletin has 

been published almost every week since the kibbutz's inception. Documentary 

material has been cataloged and can be found in the kibbutz archive and artistic 

creations are displayed at the "Little Mizra" museum. 

 

Culture and creativity: Since its inception, Mizra has had a rich cultural life which 

also served as a strong factor in social cohesion. In the years before television there 

was a party every Friday evening. In addition to the celebration of  the Jewish 

holidays, the tradition of celebrating the "Kibbutz Holiday" was established in the 

1980's which was dedicated to a different subject about life on the kibbutz each year 

(usually under the direction of Yossi Amir.)  The tradition of a "Kabalat Shabbat" 

ceremony for all members before dinner in the dining room began in the 1960's. Plays 

under the direction of Hanoch Paz and in which many members participated began in 



the 1940's. These plays were held in the "Jezreel Goren" that contained an open 

theater with hundreds of places and is now the site of the Jezreel Valley Academic 

College. Each play was performed several times, in which  dozens of members 

participated, spending long late hours at rehearsals after their working days  Naturally 

this created a special social  atmosphere among the participants. This tradition of long 

plays gave way to the short sketches written by kibbutz members (Shamai Galander 

and Rafi Ramon) and usually presented at wedding parties. During this time it was 

usual to hold joint wedding celebrations for a few couples, and the program was rich 

and varied. Each of the holidays provided the opportunity for creative expression in 

music, dance, scenery and writing. Kibbutz Mizra is blessed with a number of world 

class researchers and artists, who still donate their skills to the cultural life of the 

kibbutz and continue to do so in the years following privation. 

 

Kibbutz area: 775 hectares of which 650 are field crops and orchards. 

 


