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The Golan Heights (Arabic: هضبة الجوالن Haḍbatu 'l-Jawlān or  مرتفعات
-, Ramat haרמת הגולן :Murtafaʻātu l-Jawlān, Hebrew الجوالن
Golan  (audio) (help·info)), or simply the Golan or the Syrian Golan,[3] is a 
region in the Levant. 

The exact region defined as the Golan Heights is different in different 
disciplines: 

 As a geological and biogeographical region, the Golan Heights is 
a basaltic plateau bordered by the Yarmouk River in the south, the Sea of 
Galilee and Hula Valley in the west, Mount Hermon in the north, and 
the Raqqad Wadi in the east. The western two-thirds of this region are 
currently occupied by Israel, whereas the eastern third is controlled 
by Syria. 

 As a geopolitical region, the Golan Heights is the area captured from Syria 
and occupied by Israel during the Six-Day War, territory which Israel 
effectively annexed in 1981. This region includes the western two-thirds of 
the geological Golan Heights, as well as the Israeli-occupied part of Mount 
Hermon. 

The earliest evidence of human habitation dates to the Upper 
Paleolithic period.[4] According to the Bible, an Amorite Kingdom in 

Bashan was conquered by Israelites during the reign of King 
Og.[5] Throughout the Old Testament period, the Golan was "the focus of a 
power struggle between the Kings of Israel and the Aramaeans who were 
based near modern-day Damascus."[6] TheItureans, 
an Arab or Aramaic people, settled there in the 2nd century BCE and 
remained until the end of the Byzantine period.[7][8][9] Organized Jewish 
settlement in the region came to an end in 636 CE when it was conquered 
by Arabs under Umar ibn al-Khattāb.[10] In the 16th century, the Golan was 
conquered by the Ottoman Empire and was part of the Vilayet of Damascus 
until it was transferred to French control in 1918. When the mandate 
terminated in 1946, it became part of the newly independent Syrian Arab 
Republic. 

Internationally recognized as Syrian territory, the Golan Heights has been 
occupied and administered by Israel since 1967.[1] It was captured during the 
1967 Six-Day War, establishing the Purple Line.[11] 
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On 19 June 1967, the Israeli cabinet voted to return the Golan to Syria in 
exchange for a peace agreement. Such overtures were dismissed by the Arab 
world with the Khartoum Resolution on September 1, 1967.[12][13] In the 
aftermath of the 1973 Yom Kippur War, Israel agreed to return about 5% of 
the territory to Syrian civilian control. This part was incorporated into a 
demilitarised zone that runs along the ceasefire line and extends eastward. 
This strip is under the military control of UN peace keeping forces. 

Construction of Israeli settlements began in the remainder of the territory held 
by Israel, which was under military administration until Israel passed 
the Golan Heights Law extending Israeli law and administration throughout 
the territory in 1981.[14] This move was condemned by the United Nations 
Security Council in UN Resolution 497,[15][2] which said that "the Israeli 
decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration in the occupied 
Syrian Golan Heights is null and void and without international legal effect." 
Israel asserts it has a right to retain the Golan, citing the text of UN Resolution 
242, which calls for "safe and recognised boundaries free from threats or acts 
of force".[16] However, the international community rejects Israeli claims to title 
to the territory and regards it as sovereign Syrian territory.[1][17][18] 

Israeli Prime Ministers Yitzhak Rabin, Ehud Barak, and Ehud Olmert each 
stated that they were willing to exchange the Golan for peace with Syria. 
However, in 2010, Israeli foreign minister Avigdor Lieberman told Syria to 
abandon its dreams of recovering the Golan Heights.[19] Approximately 10% of 
Syrian Golan Druze have accepted Israeli citizenship.[20] According to the CIA 
World Fact book, as of 2010, "there are 41 Israeli settlements and civilian land 
use sites in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights."[21] 

 

Geologically, the Golan plateau and the Hauran plain to the east constitute 
a Holocene volcanic field that also extends northeast almost to Damascus. 
Much of the area is scattered with dormant volcanos, as well as cinder cones, 
such as Majdal Shams. The plateau also contains a crater lake, called Birkat 
Ram ("Ram Pool"), which is fed by both surface runoff and underground 
springs. These volcanic areas are characterised by basalt bedrock and dark 
soils derived from its weathering. The basalt flows overlie older, distinctly 
lighter-colored limestones and marls, exposed along the Yarmouk River in the 
south. 

The rock forming the mountainous area in the northern Golan Heights, 
descending from Mount Hermon, differs geologically from the volcanic rocks 
of the plateau and has a different physiography. The mountains are 
characterised by lighter-colored, Jurassic-age limestone of sedimentary origin. 
Locally, the limestone is broken by faults and solution channels to form 
a karst-like topography in which springs are common. 

In addition to its strategic military importance, the Golan Heights is an 
important water resource, especially at the higher elevations, which are snow-
covered in the winter and help sustain base flow for rivers and springs during 
the dry season. The heights receive significantly more precipitation than the 
surrounding, lower-elevation areas. The occupied sector of the Golan Heights 
provides or controls a substantial portion of the water in the Jordan 
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River watershed, which in turn provides a portion of Israel's water supply. The 
Golan Heights supply 15% of Israel's water.[36] 

 

Six-Day War and Israeli occupation 

After the Six-Day War broke out in June 1967, Syria's shelling greatly 
intensified and the Israeli army captured the Golan Heights on 9–10 June. 
The area which came under Israeli control as a result of the war consists of 
two geologically distinct areas: the Golan Heights proper, with a surface of 
1,070 square kilometres (410 sq mi) and the slopes of the Mt. Hermon range, 
with a surface of 100 square kilometres (39 sq mi). The new ceasefire line 
was named the Purple Line. In the battle, Israel lost 115 men, with another 
306 wounded. An estimated 2,500 Syrians were killed, with another 5,000 
wounded.[92] 

During the war, between 80,000[93] and 131,000[94] Arab Druze 
and Circassians fled or were driven from the heights and around 7,000 
remained in the Israeli-occupied territory.[94] Israeli sources and the U.S. 
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants reported that much of the local 
population of 100,000 fled as a result of the war, whereas the Syrian 
government stated that a large proportion of it was expelled.[95] Israel has not 
allowed former residents to return, citing security reasons.[96] The remaining 
villages were Majdal Shams, Shayta (later destroyed), Ein 
Qiniyye, Mas'ade, Buq'ata and, outside the Golan proper, Ghajar. 

Israeli settlement in the Golan began soon after the war. Merom Golan was 
founded in July 1967 and by 1970 there were 12 settlements.[97] 

In the 1970s, Israeli politician Yigal Allon proposed as part of the Allon 
Plan that a Druze state be established in Syria's Quneitra Governorate, 
including the Israeli-held Golan Heights. Allon died in 1980 and his plan never 
materialised.[98] 

Yom Kippur War 

During the Yom Kippur War in 1973, Syrian forces overran much of the 
southern Golan, before being pushed back by an Israeli counterattack. Israel 
and Syria signed a ceasefire agreement in 1974 that left almost all the 
Heights in Israeli hands. East of the 1974 ceasefire line lies the Syrian 
controlled part of the Heights, an area that was not captured by Israel (500 
square kilometres or 190 sq mi) or withdrawn from (100 square kilometres or 
39 sq mi). This area forms 30% of the Golan Heights.[99] Today it contains 
more than 40 Syrian towns and villages. In 1975, following the 1974 ceasefire 
agreement, Israel returned a narrow demilitarised zone to Syrian control. 
Some of the displaced residents began returning to their homes located in this 
strip and the Syrian government began helping people rebuild their villages, 
except for Quneitra. In the mid-1980s the Syrian government launched a plan 
called "The Project for the Reconstruction of the Liberated Villages".[citation 

needed] By the end of 2007, the population of the Quneitra Governorate was 
estimated at 79,000.[100] Mines deployed by the Syrian army remain active. As 
of 2003, there had been at least 216 landmine casualties in the Syrian-
controlled Golan since 1973, of which 108 were fatalities.[101] 
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Israeli annexation and civil rule 

The Golan Heights was under Israeli military administration from 1967 to 
1981. In 1981, Israel passed the Golan Heights Law,[14] which applied Israeli 
"laws, jurisdiction and administration" to the Golan Heights. Although the law 
in effect annexed the territory to Israel, it did not explicitly spell out the formal 
annexation.[102] The area is administered as part of Israel's North District. 
Israel's action was not recognised internationally[103] and United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 242 which declared the Golan Heights Israeli-
occupied territory continues to apply. Israel maintains that it may retain the 
area as the text of Resolution 242 calls for "safe and recognised boundaries 
free from threats or acts of force".[16] 

During the negotiations regarding the text of United Nations Security Council 
resolution 242, U.S. Secretary of State Rusk explained that U.S. support for 
secure permanent frontiers did not mean the US supported territorial 
changes.[104] The U.N. representative for Great Britain who was responsible 
for negotiating and drafting the Security Council resolution said that the 
actions of the Israeli Government in establishing settlements and colonizing 
the Golan are in clear defiance of Resolution 242.[105] 

Syria continued to demand a full Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 borders, 
including a strip of land on the east shore of the Sea of Galilee that Syria 
captured during the 1948–49 Arab-Israeli War and occupied from 1949–67. 
Successive Israeli governments have considered an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan in return for normalization of relations with Syria, provided certain 
security concerns are met. Prior to 2000, Syrian president Hafez al-
Assad rejected normalization with Israel. 

Peace negotiations 

During United States–brokered negotiations in 1999–2000, Israel and Syria 
discussed a peace deal that would include Israeli withdrawal in return for a 
comprehensive peace structure, recognition and full normalization of relations. 
The disagreement in the final stages of the talks was on access to the Sea of 
Galilee. Israel offered to withdraw to the pre-1948 border (the 1923 Paulet-
Newcombe line), while Syria insisted on the 1967 frontier. The former line has 
never been recognised by Syria, claiming it was imposed by the colonial 
powers, while the latter was rejected by Israel as the result of Syrian 
aggression. The difference between the lines is less than 100 m for the most 
part, but the 1967 line would give Syria access to the Sea of Galilee, and 
Israel wished to retain control of the Sea of Galilee, its only freshwater lake 
and a major water resource.[106] Dennis Ross, Clinton's chief Middle East 
negotiator, blamed "cold feet" on the part of Barak for the 
breakdown.[107] Clinton also laid blame on Israel.[108] 

 

In June 2007, it was reported that Prime Minister Ehud Olmert had sent a 
secret message to Syrian President, Bashar Assad saying that Israel would 
concede the land in exchange for a comprehensive peace agreement and the 
severing of Syria's ties with Iran and militant groups in the region.[109] On the 
same day, former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced that the 
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former Syrian President, Hafez Assad, had promised to let Israel retain Mount 
Hermon in any future agreement.[110] 

In April 2008, Syrian media reported Turkey's Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan told President Bashar al-Assad that Israel would withdraw from the 
Golan Heights in return for peace.[111][112] Israeli leaders of communities in the 
Golan Heights held a special meeting and stated: "all construction and 
development projects in the Golan are going ahead as planned, propelled by 
the certainty that any attempt to harm Israeli sovereignty in the Golan will 
cause severe damage to state security and thus is doomed to fail". [113] That 
year, a plenary session of the United Nations General Assembly passed a 
resolution 161–1 in favour of a motion on the Golan Heights that reaffirmed 
Security Council resolution 497 and called on Israel to desist from "changing 
the physical character, demographic composition, institutional structure and 
legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan and, in particular, to desist from the 
establishment of settlements [and] from imposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli 
identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan and from its 
repressive measures against the population of the occupied Syrian Golan." 
Israel was the only nation to vote against the resolution.[114] Indirect talks 
broke down after the Gaza War began. Syria broke off the talks to protest 
Israeli military operations. Israel subsequently appealed to Turkey to resume 
mediation.[115] 

In May 2009, Prime Minister Netanyahu said that returning the Golan Heights 
would turn it into "Iran's front lines which will threaten the whole state of 
Israel."[116][117] He said: "I remember the Golan Heights without Katzrin, and 
suddenly we see a thriving city in the Land of Israel, which having been a gem 
of the Second Temple era has been revived anew."[118] American 
diplomat Martin Indyk said that the 1999–2000 round of negotiations began 
during Netanyahu's first term (1996–1999), and he was not as hardline as he 
made out.[119] 

In March 2009, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad claimed that indirect talks 
had failed after Israel did not commit to full withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. In August 2009, he said that the return of the entire Golan Heights 
was "non-negotiable," it would remain "fully Arab," and would be returned to 
Syria.[120] 

In June 2009, Israeli President Shimon Peres said that Syrian President 
Assad would have to negotiate without preconditions, and that Syria would not 
win territorial concessions from Israel on a "silver platter" while it maintained 
ties with Iran and Hezbollah.[121] In response, Syrian Foreign Minister Walid 
Muallem demanded that Israel unconditionally cede the Golan Heights "on a 
silver platter" without any preconditions, adding that "it is our land," and 
blamed Israel for failing to commit to peace. Syrian President Assad claimed 
that there was "no real partner in Israel."[122] 

In 2010, Israeli foreign minister Avigdor Lieberman said: "We must make Syria 
recognise that just as it relinquished its dream of a greater Syria that controls 
Lebanon ... it will have to relinquish its ultimate demand regarding the Golan 
Heights"[19] 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Israel Defense Forces 

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF; Hebrew:  ַהֲהָגנָה ְליְִשָרֵאלְצָבא   Tzva 
Hahagana LeYisra'el (help·info), lit. "The Army of Defense for Israel", 
commonly known in Israel by the Hebrew acronym Tzahal (צה״ל), are the 
military forces of the State of Israel. They consist of the ground forces, air 
force, and navy. The IDF is headed by its Chief of General Staff, 
the Ramatkal, subordinate to the Defense Minister of Israel; Lieutenant 
general (Rav Aluf) Gadi Eizenkot has served as Chief of Staff since 2015. 

An order from Defense Minister David Ben-Gurion on 26 May 1948 officially 
set up the Israel Defense Forces as a conscript army formed out of the 
paramilitary group Haganah, incorporating the militant groups Irgun and Lehi. 
The IDF served as Israel's armed forces in all the country's major military 
operations—including the 1948 War of Independence, 1951–1956 Retribution 
operations, 1956 Sinai War, 1964–1967 War over Water, 1967 Six-Day 
War, 1967–1970 War of Attrition, 1968 Battle of Karameh, 1973 Operation 
Spring of Youth, 1973 Yom Kippur War, 1976 Operation Entebbe, 1978 
Operation Litani,1982 Lebanon War, 1982–2000 South Lebanon 
conflict, 1987–1993 First Intifada, 2000–2005 Second Intifada, 2002 
Operation Defensive Shield, 2006 Lebanon War, 2008–2009 Operation Cast 
Lead, 2012 Operation Pillar of Defense, and2014 Operation Protective Edge. 
The number of wars and border conflicts in which the IDF has been involved 
in its short history makes it one of the most battle-trained armed forces in the 
world.[9][10] While originally the IDF operated on three fronts—
against Lebanon and Syria in the north, Jordan and Iraq in the east, 
and Egypt in the south—after the 1979 Egyptian–Israeli Peace Treaty, it has 
concentrated its activities in southern Lebanon and the Palestinian Territories, 
including the Firstand the Second Intifada. 

The Israel Defense Forces differs from most armed forces in the world in 
many ways. Differences include the mandatory conscription of women and its 
structure, which emphasizes close relations between the army, navy, and air 
force. Since its founding, the IDF has been specifically designed to match 
Israel's unique security situation. The IDF is one of Israeli society's most 
prominent institutions, influencing the country's economy, culture and political 
scene. In 1965, the Israel Defense Forces was awarded the Israel Prize for its 
contribution to education.[11] The IDF uses several technologies developed in 
Israel, many of them made specifically to match the IDF's needs, such as 
the Merkava main battle tank, Achzarit armoured personnel carrier, high tech 
weapons systems, the Iron Dome missile defense system, Trophy active 
protection system for vehicles, and the Galil and Tavor assault rifles. 
The Uzi submachine gun was invented in Israel and used by the IDF until 
December 2003, ending a service that began in 1954. Following 1967, the 
IDF has close military relations with the United States,[12] including 
development cooperation, such as on the F-15I jet, THEL laser defense 
system, and the Arrow missile defense system. 

History 

The IDF traces its roots to Jewish paramilitary organizations in the New 
Yishuv, starting with the Second Aliyah (1904 to 1914).[13] The first such 
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organization was Bar-Giora, founded in September 1907. It was converted 
to Hashomer in April 1909, which operated until the British Mandate of 
Palestine came into being in 1920. Hashomer was an elitist organization with 
narrow scope, and was mainly created to protect against criminal gangs 
seeking to steal property. During World War I, the forerunners of the 
Haganah/IDF were the Zion Mule Corps and the Jewish Legion, both of which 
were part of the British Army. After the Arab riots against Jews in April 1920, 
the Yishuv's leadership saw the need to create a nationwide underground 
defense organization, and the Haganah was founded in June of the same 
year. The Haganah became a full-scale defense force after the 1936–1939 
Arab revolt in Palestine with an organized structure, consisting of three main 
units—the Field Corps, Guard Corps, and the Palmach. During World War II 
the successor to the Jewish Legion of World War I was the Jewish Brigade. 

The IDF was founded following the establishment of the State of Israel, after 
Defense Minister and Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion issued an order on 26 
May 1948. The order called for the establishment of the Israel Defense 
Forces, and the abolishment of all other Jewish armed forces. Although Ben-
Gurion had no legal authority to issue such an order, the order was made 
legal by the cabinet on 31 May.[14] 

The two other Jewish underground organizations, Irgun and Lehi, agreed to 
join the IDF if they would be able to form independent units and agreed not to 
make independent arms purchases. This was the background for the dispute 
which led to the Altalena Affair, following a confrontation regarding the 
weapons purchased by the Irgun. This resulted in a battle between Irgun 
members and the newly created IDF. It ended when the ship carrying the 
arms was shelled. Following the affair, all independent Irgun and Lehi units 
were either disbanded or merged into the IDF. The Palmach, a strong lobby 
within the Haganah, also joined the IDF with provisions, and Ben Gurion 
responded by disbanding its staff in 1949, after which many senior Palmach 
officers retired, notably its first commander, Yitzhak Sadeh. 

The new army organized itself during the 1948 Arab–Israeli War when 
neighbouring Arab states attacked Israel. 
Twelve infantry and armored brigades formed: Golani, Carmeli, 
Alexandroni, Kiryati, Givati, Etzioni, the 7th, and 8th armored 
brigades, Oded, Harel, Yiftach, and Negev.[15] After the war, some of the 
brigades were converted to reserve units, and others were disbanded. 
Directorates and corps were created from corps and services in the Haganah, 
and this basic structure in the IDF still exists today. 

 

Operation Gazelle, Israel's ground maneuver, encircles the Egyptian Third 

Army, October 1973 

Immediately after the 1948 war, the Israel Defense Forces shifted to low 
intensity conflict against Arab Palestinian guerrillas. In the 1956 Suez Crisis, 
the IDF's first test of strength after 1949, the new army proved itself by 
capturing the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, which was later returned. In the 
1967 Six-Day War, Israel conquered the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West 
Bank (including East Jerusalem) and Golan Heights from the surrounding 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar-Giora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hashomer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Mandate_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Mandate_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zion_Mule_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Legion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920_Palestine_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haganah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1936%E2%80%931939_Arab_revolt_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1936%E2%80%931939_Arab_revolt_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hish_(Haganah_corps)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guard_Corps_(Haganah)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_Independence_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Ben-Gurion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces#cite_note-ostfeld-legal-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irgun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lehi_(group)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altalena_Affair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Generals%27_Revolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yitzhak_Sadeh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry_Corps_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armor_Corps_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golani_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmeli_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandroni_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiryati_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Givati_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etzioni_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Armoured_Brigade_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_Armored_Brigade_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oded_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harel_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yiftach_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Negev_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces#cite_note-idf-enc-11-15-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces#Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reprisal_operations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reprisal_operations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_fedayeen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinai_Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six-Day_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golan_Heights


Arab states, changing the balance of power in the region as well as the role of 
the IDF. In the following years leading up to the Yom Kippur War, the IDF 
fought a war of attrition against Egypt in the Sinai and a border war against 
the PLO in Jordan, culminating in the Battle of Karameh. 

The surprise of the Yom Kippur War and its aftermath completely changed the 
IDF's procedures and approach to warfare. Organizational changes were 
made and more time was dedicated to training for conventional warfare. 
However, in the following years the army's role slowly shifted again to low-
intensity conflict, urban warfare and counter-terrorism. It was involved in 
the Lebanese Civil War, initiating Operation Litani and later the 1982 Lebanon 
War, where the IDF ousted Palestinian guerilla organizations from Lebanon. 
Palestinian militancy has been the main focus of the IDF ever since, 
especially during the First and Second Intifadas, Operation Defensive Shield, 
the Gaza War, Operation Pillar of Defense, and Operation Protective Edge, 
causing the IDF to change many of its values and publish the IDF Spirit. The 
Islamic Shia organization Hezbollah has also been a growing 
threat,[16] against which the IDF fought an asymmetric conflict between 1982 
and 2000, as well as a full-scale war in 2006. 

Etymology 

The Israeli cabinet ratified the name "Israel Defense Forces" (Hebrew:  ְצָבא
 Tzva HaHagana LeYisra'el, literally "army for the defense of ,(ַהֲהָגנָה ְליְִשָרֵאל
Israel," on 26 May 1948. The other main contender was Tzva 
Yisra'el (Hebrew: ְצָבא יְִשָרֵאל). The name was chosen because it conveyed the 
idea that the army's role was defense, and because it incorporated the 
name Haganah, the pre-state defensive organization upon which the new 
army was based.[17] Among the primary opponents of the name were 
Minister Haim-Moshe Shapira and the Hatzohar party, both in favor of Tzva 
Yisra'el.[17] 

Organization 

IDF Kirya Compound, Tel Aviv 

All branches of the IDF answer to a single General Staff. The Chief of the 
General Staff is the only serving officer having the rank of Lieutenant 
General (Rav Aluf). He reports directly to the Defense Minister and indirectly 
to the Prime Minister of Israel and the cabinet. Chiefs of Staff are formally 
appointed by the cabinet, based on the Defense Minister's recommendation, 
for three years, but the government can vote to extend their service to four 
(and in rare occasions even five) years. The current chief of staff is Gadi 
Eizenkot. He replaced Benny Gantz in 2015. 

Service 

The military service is held in three different tracks: 

 Regular service (שירות חובה) – mandatory military service which is held 
according to the Israeli security service law. 
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 Permanent Service (שירות קבע) – military service which is held as part of 
a contractual agreement between the IDF and the permanent position 
holder. 

 Reserve service (שירות מילואים) – a military service in which citizens are 
called for active duty of at most a month every year (In accordance with 
the Reserve Service Law), for training activities and ongoing defense 
activities and especially for the purpose of increasing the military forces in 
case of a war. 

Sometimes the IDF also holds pre-military courses (קורס קדם צבאי or קד"צ) for 
soon to be regular service soldiers. 

 

Mission 

The IDF mission is to "defend the existence, territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the state of Israel. To protect the inhabitants of Israel and to 
combat all forms of terrorism which threaten the daily life."[66]  
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The Hula valley is a place of miracles and wonders. Heroic people 
working together with Mother Nature have made the Hula valley into a 
place filled with abundant green beauty.  

Until the 1950s large parts of the Hula valley were covered by the Hula 
Lake and its adjacent swamps. The project for draining the swamps 
contributed to settlement in the area and to the addition of large areas 
of agricultural land, leaving the central lake area as a nature reserve 
where fauna and flora characteristic of the area could remain. Visitors 
to the Hula Valley can see the plants and animals that are indigenous 
to the area as well as migrating birds. Films and audio-visual 
presentations are shown in the visitors' center, which tell about life in 
the area 50 years ago.  

At the beginning of the 1990s one of the areas of the valley became 
flooded again as the result of heavy rains. It was decided to develop 
the surrounding area and to leave the flooded area as it was. The new 
site – Agmon HaHula, became the second home for thousands of 
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migrating birds that pass through the area in the autumn and spring, as 
well as the home of many native birds, making it a popular sight 
for bird-watchers from Israel and abroad. The Agmon HaHula has 
walking paths, observation points, and telescopes for observing the 
thousands of birds that inhabit the site. Visitors can also go on guided 
tours that offer explanations about the birds that inhabit the Hula 
Valley.   
 
Water is extremely abundant in the valley, including springs such as 
Ein Tina, the Jakhula, and the large northern rivers such as the Dan, 
Snir, Hermon and the Jordan. Because of the abundance of water the 
area is green and flowering, and contains numerous nature reserves 
such as HaTanur, Tel Dan, and the Banias.   
There are also national parks in the region such as Hurshat Tal.  
 
There are many kibbutzim and moshavim in the Hula Valley, as well as 
the city of Kiryat Shmona. It has become one of the major tourism 
regions in Israel, offering activities throughout the year.  Visitors to the 
Hula Valley can choose from a large selection of guest rooms, country 
lodging facilities, luxury hotels, and hostels. There are also dozens of 
archeological sites such as Tel Hatzor, tourist attractions such as 
the Tel Hai Photography Museum, historical sites such as the Tel Hai 
Compound, and entertainment centers for children and families such 
as the Manara Cliffs and cable car.  

www.agamon-hula.co.il    
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