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Caesarea 

A city on the Mediterranean coast south of Haifa, Caesarea was originally 
known as Straton's Tower. It was an ancient town and was named after 
Straton, who ruled Sidon in Lebanon during the fourth century B.C.E. The 
Hasmonean king, Alexander Yannai, captured it in 104 B.C.E. and 
incorporated it into the Hasmonean kingdom. However, it did not remain 
under Jewish rule for very long. The city was captured by the Roman 
commander Pompey and later fell under the rule of Cleopatra.  

Caesarea came under Jewish rule again only when the emperor Augustus 
returned it to Herod, who greatly enlarged the city and renamed it Caesarea in 
honor of the emperor (in approximately 13 B.C.E.). Herod surrounded the city 
with a wall and built a deep sea harbor, and although the population of 
Caesarea was half gentile and half Jewish, Herod favored the non- Jewish 
inhabitants and encouraged the city to become a leading center of Hellenistic 
culture. Later it became the seat of the Roman procurators who ruled Erez 
Israel.  

It was in Caesarea that the clashes between the Jewish and the gentile 
population sparked the Jewish revolt against Rome in 66 c.e. which ended in 
the destruction of the Temple. During the war, when Vespasian arrived to 
subdue the country and conquer Jerusalem, he made Caesarea his 
headquarters, and when he became emperor, raised it to the status of a 
Roman colony. Some 60 years later, when the Bar Kokhba revolt broke out 
(131--135 c.e.), the Roman general Severus also made Caesarea his 
headquarters. After the revolt was suppressed, Rabbi Akiva and other sages 
were martyred in the city.  

During the third century c.e. Caesarea became a center of Christian learning 
and at the same time, one of the great talmudic centers in Erez Israel. The 
Jerusalem Talmud speaks frequently of "the sages of Caesarea," and 
reference is also made to a synagogue there where the prayers were recited 
in Greek.  

When the Byzantines divided Erez Israel into provinces (358--429 c.e.), 



Caesarea became the capital of the first province (Palaestina Prima) and 
reached its greatest extent; it was surrounded by a semi-circular wall and was 
served by two aqueducts. In 640 c.e. it was the last city in the country to fall to 
the Arabs.  

Under Crusader rule, the town again rose to importance. It was splendidly 
reconstructed with strong fortifications, a new harbor and a beautiful 
cathedral. However, the Crusaders' presence affected the Jewish community 
adversely so that by 1170 only 20 Jews remained there. Today Caesarea has 
become a central tourist attraction with modern hotels and the only golf 
course in Israel. But the past is still an integral part of the city since there are 
relics from practically every period of its history. The remains of towers, 
temples and fortresses as well as statues, mosaics and hundreds of 
inscriptions are being constantly uncovered in excavations and are helping 
archaeologists to investigate Caesarea's rich and picturesque past. In fact, the 
impressive Roman theater has been reconstructed and is used for special 
concerts and musical recitals.  

 

 
 

Entry taken from "Junior Judaica, Encyclopedia Judaica for Youth" CD-ROM by 
C.D.I. Systems 1992 (LTD) and Keter 

 
http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling
+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Caesarea.htm 

Oranim Academic College of Education 

Oranim College of Education is the largest and leading academic college of 
education in the North of Israel, catering to thousands of students enrolled in 
bachelor's and master's degree programs in education, teaching certification 
courses, and advanced career training. Many of our graduates continue their 
studies through pursuing advanced degrees and training, both in Israel and 
overseas. Oranim graduates are in demand in all education related fields – in 
public and private schools, diverse educational institutions, local and regional 
governments, national ministries, youth movements, non-profits, the arts, 
sciences, and industry. Tens of thousands of Oranim graduates are involved 
in education in Israel. 
  

http://www.cdisys.com/juniorjajz.shtml


The college is located 20 minutes east of Haifa and is named after the pine 
trees that grow on the premises. Oranim College is committed to academic 

excellence, community 
involvement, and the 
promotion of higher education. 
Oranim boasts a broad range 
of programs and degrees, as 
well as a diverse student body, 
with Jewish and Arab students 
of all ages, ethnicities, 
religions, and socio-economic 
backgrounds. 
 
http://en.oranim.ac.il/node/33 

 

The Galilee 

 

The Galilee is perhaps the finest laboratory in the world to study the various 
components of complete Jewish national life - perhaps even better than 
Jerusalem! For while Jerusalem has been the spiritual and political capital of 
Israel since the time of David, inspiring Jews in Eretz Yisrael and throughout 
the world, life in Jerusalem never typified the life of Jews in their land. In fact, 
there were times when Jews were not allowed in Jerusalem and the Galilee 
became the focal point and living center of Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael. Of all 
the regions in the country, the Galilee had the most continuous presence of 
Jewish day-to-day life throughout the centuries.  

The Galilee is the northern area of Israel. lts borders are clear:  

 To the west: the Mediterranean Sea.  
 To the east: the Jordan valley.  
 To the north: the northern border of Israel  
 To the south: the Jezreel valley.  

 

 

http://en.oranim.ac.il/node/33


The Acco-Tsfat road divides the Galilee in two:  

The upper Galilee is the area north of the road, through the valley of Beit 
Hakerem the lower Galilee runs south of the road to the Jezreel valley, and 
includes the basin of Lake Kinneret.  

The Galilee is a hard, difficult area. Today it looks fertile but the appearance is 
deceptive. The area is full of mountains and valleys, stubborn hard earth, and 
riverbeds that have been blocked for long periods of time, causing waters to 
fan out into stagnant swamps. these natural factors have demanded a lot from 
the people who have lived in the Galilee and worked its land. the people have 
had to be as stubborn as the land itself, but those who have worked the land 
with care and determination have been rewarded.  

 

In addition to supporting Jewish life over the ages, the Galilee hosted millions 
of foreign visitors during the course of history. During the past 3,000 years, 
many of the great empires of the world exercised control over the land of 
Israel. A close examination of the Galilee is therefore an exploration of the 
ways Jews learned from other cultures, accommodated them - and vice versa! 
The ebb and flow of foreign influence on Jewish life is a basic theme in the 
story of the Galilee. In the Galilee we can see how the Jews resisted the 
incursions of cultures and empires - often unsuccessfully and how the Galilee 
has responded to the social, cultural, economic, and military demands of 
Jewish national life. 
 
Pictures by: Pinhas Baraq  
http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+o
n+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm
http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Galilee.htm


Lake Kinneret – Sea of Galilee 
 
Lake Kinneret, the only natural freshwater lake 
in Israel is located in the northern part of the 
Dead Sea rift in the Afro-Syrian rift valley. The 
drainage basin of the lake covers an area of 
2,700 square kilometers and includes the 
western slopes of the Hermon Mountain, the 
southeastern areas of the Lebanese 
mountains, the eastern Galilee, Golan Heights 
and the Hula valley. Water level of Lake 
Kinneret varies between 209 and 215 m below 
sea level. At the highest water level the lake 
surface area is 168 square kilometers, the 
maximal water depth is 46 m and the lake 
volume is 4,150 million cubic meters (MCM). 
The average depth of the lake is 25 m. 

 

 

Lake Kinneret receives most of its water from the northern Jordan River. The 

average annual water inflow to Lake Kinneret is 800 MCM. About the same 

quantity leaves the lake annually: through evaporation (280 MCM), via the 

National Water Carrier (370 MCM) for water supply throughout Israel, and 

overflow (80 MCM) into the southern Jordan River through the Degania dam. 

Additionally about 90 MCM/Y are pumped for local consumption around the 

lake and allocated to the Kingdom of Jordan as part of the 1994 Israel-

Jordanian Peace Accords. Due to seasonal fluctuations in rainfall and in the 

annual water consumption from Lake Kinneret, the level has been between 

-208.30 and -214.70 m over the last four decades. These changes in water 

level have affected the water storage capacity (20% variation) and the lake 

surface area (6% variation).  

 

Lake Kinneret is a major water source for Israel. Since the inauguration of the 

National Water Carrier in 1965, Lake Kinneret has provided more than quarter 

of the country's water demand. Initially, water from Lake Kinneret was 

provided mainly for agriculture, but gradually increasing amounts were 

provided for municipal and industrial needs. In recent years Lake Kinneret 

provided over 50% of the country's domestic water demand of Israel.  

 

As well as being a major source for Israel’s water requirements, Lake Kinneret 

is an increasingly important center for tourism and recreation and, as in 

Biblical times, still supports a commercial fishery. Safeguarding the stability of 

the lake ecosystem to assure a long-term continuous supply of high quality 

water is a major national interest. This principle of sustainability dictates the 

operation of the lake and its drainage basin. The Kinneret Limnological 



Laboratory (KLL) was established in 1968 to provide scientific input for 

rational and effective lake management. 

 
 

 

Kibbutz Degania Bet 

Degania Bet (Hebrew: 'ַגנְּיָה ב  .is a kvutza or kibbutz in northern Israel (דְּ
Located to the south of the Sea of Galilee adjacent toDegania Alef, it falls 
under the jurisdiction of Emek HaYarden Regional Council. In 2008 it had a 
population of 514.  

The village was founded in 1920 by immigrants from the Second Aliyah, led 
by Levi Brevda (Levi Ben Amitai). It was the first planned kibbutz and was 
designed and built by the German Jewish architect Fritz Kornberg. One of its 
founders was Levi Eshkol. During the 1920 Palestine riots it was attacked and 
abandoned for several months.  

During the 1936-39 Arab revolt it served as a base for establishing tower and 
stockade settlements. During the Battles of the Kinarot Valley in the 1948 
Arab-Israeli War the residents of Degania Alef and Bet succeeded in halting 
the advance of the Syrian army into the Jordan Valley.  

 

In addition to its 350 cow dairy herd, crop fields, almond orchards, banana, 
date and avocado plantations, Degania Bet industrialized in the 1960s with 
Degania Sprayers, now a green industry; in 1984 it opened the Degania 
Silicone factory. An additional source of income is its kibbutz cottage tourist 
accommodation, and it specializes in organized bicycle tours. 

Notable members and residents 

 Levi Eshkol (1895-1969), the third Prime Minister of Israel (1963-1969); 
Degania Bet member 

 Kadish Luz, Minister of Agriculture (1955-1959) and Speaker of the 
Knesset (1959-1969), acting President for one month in 1963; Degania 
Bet member 

 Michael Kolganov, Soviet-born Israeli sprint canoeist, world champion, 
bronze medalist at 2000 Summer Olympics 
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