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Lake Kinneret – Sea of Galilee 
Lake Kinneret, the only natural freshwater lake in Israel is 
located in the northern part of the Dead Sea rift in the 
Afro-Syrian rift valley. The drainage basin of the lake 
covers an area of 2,700 square kilometers and includes 
the western slopes of the Hermon Mountain, the 
southeastern areas of the Lebanese mountains, the 
eastern Galilee, Golan Heights and the Hula valley. 
Water level of Lake Kinneret varies between 209 and 215 
m below sea level. At the highest water level the lake 
surface area is 168 square kilometers, the maximal water 
depth is 46 m and the lake volume is 4,150 million cubic 
meters (MCM). The average depth of the lake is 25 m. 

 

 
Lake Kinneret receives most of its water from the northern Jordan River. The average annual 
water inflow to Lake Kinneret is 800 MCM. About the same quantity leaves the lake annually: 
through evaporation (280 MCM), via the National Water Carrier (370 MCM) for water supply 
throughout Israel, and overflow (80 MCM) into the southern Jordan River through the Degania 
dam. Additionally about 90 MCM/Y are pumped for local consumption around the lake and 
allocated to the Kingdom of Jordan as part of the 1994 Israel-Jordanian Peace Accords.  
 
Lake Kinneret is a major water source for Israel. Since the inauguration of the National Water 
Carrier in 1965, Lake Kinneret has provided more than quarter of the country's water demand. 
Initially, water from Lake Kinneret was provided mainly for agriculture, but gradually increasing 
amounts were provided for municipal and industrial needs. In recent years Lake Kinneret 
provided over 50% of the country's domestic water demand of Israel.  
 
As well as being a major source for Israel’s water requirements, Lake Kinneret is an increasingly 
important center for tourism and recreation and, as in Biblical times, still supports a commercial 
fishery. Safeguarding the stability of the lake ecosystem to assure a long-term continuous 
supply of high quality water is a major national interest. This principle of sustainability dictates 
the operation of the lake and its drainage basin. The Kinneret Limnological Laboratory (KLL) 
was established in 1968 to provide scientific input for rational and effective lake management. 
 
 
 

 
Mount of Beatitudes 

The Mount of Beatitudes (Hebrew: Har HaOsher הר האושר) refers to a hill in northern Israel 
where Jesus is believed to have delivered the Sermon on the Mount. 

The traditional location for the Mount of Beatitudes is on the north western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, between Capernaum and Gennesaret (Ginosar). The actual location of the Sermon on 
the Mount is not certain, but the present site (also known as Mount Eremos) has been 
commemorated for more than 1600 years. The site is very near Tabgha. Other suggested 
locations have included the nearby Mount Arbel, or even the Horns of Hattin. 

A Byzantine church was erected near the current site in the 4th century, and it was used until 
the 7th century. Remains of a cistern and a monastery are still visible. The current Roman 
Catholic Franciscan chapel was built in 1938 by Fascist Italy after plans by architect Antonio 
Barluzzi. 
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Pope John Paul II celebrated a Mass at this site in March 2000. The Jesus Trail pilgrimage 
route connects the Mount to other sites from the life of Jesus. 
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Capernaum 
 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capernaum  
Capernaum (/kəˈpɜrniəm/ kə-PUR-nee-əm; Hebrew:  נַחּוםכְַּפר , Kfar Nahum, "Nahum's 
village") was a fishing village in the time of the Hasmoneans, located on the northern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee.[1] It had a population of about 1,500.[2] Archaeological excavations have 
revealed two ancient synagogues built one over the other.[citation needed] A church near 
Capernaum is said to be the home of Saint Peter. 

 
Etymology 
Kfar Nahum, the original name of the small town, means "Nahum's village" in Hebrew, but 
apparently there is no connection with the prophet named Nahum. In the writings of Josephus, 
the name is rendered in Greek as Kαφαρναούμ (Kapharnaum) and in the New Testament as 
Kαφαρναούμ (Kapharnaum) in some manuscripts and as Kαπερναούμ (Kapernaum) in others. 
In Arabic, it is called Talhum, and it is assumed that this refers to the ruin (Tell) of Hum (perhaps 
an abbreviated form of Nahum) (Tzaferis, 1989). 
 
New Testament traditions 
James Tissot - Healing of the Lepers at Capernaum (Guérison des lépreux à Capernaum) - 
Brooklyn Museum 

The town is cited in all four gospels (Matthew 4:13,8:5,11:23,17:24, Mark 1:21,2:1,9:33, Luke 
4:23,31,7:1,10:15, John 2:12,4:46,6:17,24,59) where it was reported to have been near the 
hometown of the apostles Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John, as well as the tax collector 
Matthew. One Sabbath, Jesus taught in the synagogue in Capernaum and healed a man who 
had the spirit of an unclean devil.[3] [This story is notable for being the only one common 
between the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Luke but not contained in the Gospel of Matthew. 
See Synoptic Gospels for more literary comparison between the Gospels.] Afterwards, he 
healed a fever in Simon Peter's mother-in-law.[4] According to Luke 7:1–10, it is also the place 
where a Roman Centurion asked Jesus to heal his servant. Capernaum is also mentioned in 
the Gospel of Mark (2:1), it is the location of the famous healing of the paralytic lowered through 
the roof to reach Jesus. According to the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus selected this town as the 
center of his public ministry in the Galilee after he left the small mountainous hamlet of Nazareth 
(Matthew 4:12–17). He also formally cursed the city, saying "You shall be brought down to 
Hell," (Matthew 11:23) because of their lack of response to his mighty works. 

History 
Archaeological evidence demonstrates that the town was established in the 2nd century BC 
during the Hasmonean period. The site had no defensive wall and extended along the shore of 
the nearby lake (from east to west). The cemetery zone is found 200 meters north of the 
synagogue, which places it beyond the inhabited area of the town. It extended 3 kilometers to 
Tabgha, an area which appears to have been used for agricultural purposes, judging by the 
many oil and grain mills which were discovered in the excavation. Fishing was also a source of 
income; the remains of another harbor were found to the west of that built by the Franciscans. 

No sources have been found for the belief that Capernaum was involved in the bloody Jewish 
revolts against the Romans, the First Jewish-Roman War (AD 66–73) or Bar Kokhba's revolt 
(132–135), although there is reason to believe that Josephus, one of the Jewish generals during 
the earlier revolt, was taken to Capernaum (which he called "Kapharnakos") after a fall from his 
horse in nearby Bethsaida (Josephus, Vita, 72). 
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Josephus referred to Capernaum as a fertile spring. He stayed the night there after spraining 
his ankle. During the first Jewish revolt of 66–70 Capernaum was spared as it was never 
occupied by the Romans. 

Archaeology 

 
An olive mill and an olive press dating from Roman times in Capernaum 

In 1838, American explorer Edward Robinson discovered the ruins of ancient Capernaum. In 
1866, British Captain Charles William Wilson identified the remains of the synagogue, and in 
1894, Franciscan Friar Giuseppe Baldi of Naples, the Custodian of the Holy Land, was able to 
recover a good part of the ruins from the Bedouins.[citation needed] The Franciscans raised a fence 
to protect the ruins from frequent vandalism,[citation needed] and planted palms and eucalyptus trees 
brought from Australia to create a small oasis for pilgrims. They also built a small harbor. These 
labors were directed by Franciscan Virgilio Corbo.[citation needed] 

The most important excavations began in 1905 under the direction of Germans Heinrich Kohl 
and Carl Watzinger.[citation needed] They were continued by Franciscans Fathers Vendelin von 
Benden (1905–1915) and Gaudenzio Orfali (1921–1926). The excavations resulted in the 
discovery of two public buildings, the synagogue (which was partially restored by Fr Orfali), and 
an octagonal church.[citation needed] Later, in 1968, excavation of the western portion of the site—
the portion owned by the Franciscans—was restarted by Corbo and Stanislao Loffreda, with 
the financial assistance of the Italian government. During this phase, the major discovery was 
of a house which is claimed to be St. Peter's house, in a neighborhood of the town from the 1st 
century AD.[citation needed] These excavations have been ongoing, with some publication on the 
Internet as recently as 2003.[5] 

The excavations revealed that the site was established at the beginning of the Hasmonean 
Dynasty, roughly in the 2nd century BC, and abandoned in the 11th century.[citation needed] 

The eastern half of the site, where the Church of the Seven Apostles stands and owned by an 
Orthodox monastery, was surveyed and partially excavated under the direction of Vasilios 
Tzaferis. This section has uncovered the village from the Byzantine and Arab periods. Features 
include a pool apparently used for the processing of fish, and a hoard of gold coins. (Tzaferis, 
1989). 

 
Ruins of the old Roman town. 
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The layout of the town was quite regular. On both sides of an ample north-south main street 
arose small districts bordered by small cross-sectional streets and no-exit side-streets. The 
walls were constructed with coarse basalt blocks and reinforced with stone and mud, but the 
stones (except for the thresholds) were not dressed and mortar was not used.[citation needed] 

The most extensive part of the typical house was the courtyard, where there was a circular 
furnace made of refractory earth, as well as grain mills and a set of stone stairs that led to the 
roof. The floors of the houses were cobbled. Around the open courtyard, modest cells were 
arranged which received light through a series of openings or low windows (Loffreda, 1984). 

Given the coarse construction of the walls, there was no second story to a typical home, [citation 

needed] and the roof would have been constructed of light wooden beams and thatch mixed with 
mud. This, along with the discovery of the stairs to the roof, recalls the biblical story of the 
Healing of the Paralytic: "And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they 
uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, let down the bed wherein 
the sick of the palsy lay." (Mark 2:4) With the type of construction seen in Capernaum, it would 
not have been difficult to raise the ceiling by the courtyard stairs and to remove a part to allow 
the bed to be brought down to where Jesus stood.[citation needed] 

A study of the district located between the synagogue and the octagonal church showed that 
several families lived together in the patriarchal style,[citation needed] communally using the same 
courtyards and doorless internal passages. The houses had no hygienic facilities or 
drainage;[citation needed] the rooms were narrow. Most objects found were made of clay: pots, 
plates, amphoras, and lamps. Fish hooks, weights for fish nets, striker pins, weaving bobbins, 
and basalt mills for milling grain and pressing olives were also found (Loffreda, 1974). 

As of the 4th century, the houses were constructed with good quality mortar and fine ceramics. 
This was about the time that the synagogue now visible was built.[citation needed] Differences in 
social class were not noticeable. Buildings constructed at the founding of the town continued to 
be in use until the time of the abandonment of the town.[citation needed] 

House of Peter 

 
Glass-enclosed church foundation 

One block of homes, called by the Franciscan excavators the sacra insula or "holy insula" 
("insula" refers to a block of homes around a courtyard) was found to have a complex history. 
Located between the synagogue and the lakeshore, it was found near the front of a labyrinth 
of houses from many different periods. Three principal layers have been identified: 

1. A group of private houses built around the 1st century BC which remained in use until 
the early 4th century. 

2. The great transformation of one of the homes in the 4th century. 
3. The octagonal church in the middle of the 5th century. 

The excavators concluded that one house in the village was venerated as the house of Peter 
the fisherman as early as the mid-1st century, with two churches having been constructed over 
it (Loffreda, 1984). 
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1st century 
The city's basalt houses are grouped around two large courtyards, one to the north and the 
other to the south. One large room in particular, near the east side and joining both courtyards, 
was especially large (sides about 7.5 meters long) and roughly square. An open space on the 
eastern side contained a brick oven. A threshold which allowed crossing between the two 
courtyards remains well-preserved to this day. 

Beginning in the latter half of the 1st century AD, this house displayed markedly different 
characteristics than the other excavated houses. The rough walls were reworked with care and 
were covered with inscriptions; the floor was covered with a fine layer of plaster. Furthermore, 
almost no domestic ceramics are recovered, but lamps abound. One explanation suggested for 
this treatment is that the room was venerated as a religious gathering place, a domus-ecclesia 
or house church, for the Christian community. (Loffreda, 1984) This suggestion has been 
critiqued by several scholars, however. In particular, where excavators had claimed to find 
graffiti including the name of Peter, others have found very little legible writing (Strange and 
Shanks, 1982). Others have questioned whether the space is actually a room; the paved floor, 
the large space without supports, and the presence of a cooking space have prompted some 
to note that these are more consistent with yet another courtyard (Freyne, 2001). 

 
 
4th-century transformation 
In this period, the sacra insula acquired a new appearance. First, a thick-walled, slightly 
trapezoidal enclosure was built surrounding the entire insula; its sides were 27–30 meters long. 
Made of plaster, they reached a height of 2.3 meters on the north side. It had two doors, one in 
the southwest corner and the other in the northeast corner. Next, although there is evidence 
that the private houses remained in use after the transformation, the one particular room that 
had before been treated differently was profoundly altered and expanded. A central archway 
was added to support a roof and the north wall was strengthened with mortar. New pavement 
was installed, and the walls and floor were plastered. (Loffreda, 1974) This structure remained 
until the middle of the 5th century when the sacra insula was dismantled and replaced with a 
larger basilica. 
Octagonal Church 
The 5th-century church consists of a central octagon with eight pillars, an exterior octagon with 
thresholds still in situ, and a gallery or portico that leads both into the interior of the church as 
well as into a complex of associated buildings to the East, a linkage achieved via a short 
passageway. Later, this passage was blocked and an apse with a pool for baptism was 
constructed in the middle of the east wall. From this wall ascended two stairs on either side of 
the baptistry, and the excess water from the rite would have escaped along this path. The 
Byzantines, upon constructing the new church, placed the central octagon directly on top of the 
walls of St. Peter's house with the aim of preserving its exact location, although none of the 
original house was visible any longer, as the walls had been torn down and the floor covered 
in mosaics. 

In the portico, the pattern of the mosaic was purely geometric, with four rows of contiguous 
circles and small crosses. In the zone of the external octagon, the mosaics represented plants 
and animals in a style similar to that found in the Basilica of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, 
in Taghba. In the central octagon, the mosaic was composed of a strip of calcified flowers, of a 
field of schools of fish with small flowers, and of a great circle with a peacock in the center. 

Synagogue 
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Remains of the 4th-century synagogue 

The ruins of this building, among the oldest synagogues in the world, were identified by Charles 
William Wilson. The large, ornately carved, white building stones of the synagogue stood out 
prominently among the smaller, plain blocks of local black basalt used for the town's other 
buildings, almost all residential. The synagogue was built almost entirely of white blocks of 
calcareous stone brought from distant quarries. 

The building consists of four parts: the praying hall, the western patio, a southern balustrade 
and a small room at the northwest of the building. The praying hall measured 24.40 ms by 18.65 
m, with the southern face looking toward Jerusalem. 

The internal walls were covered with painted plaster and fine stucco work found during the 
excavations. Watzinger, like Orfali, believed that there had been an upper floor reserved for 
women, with access by means of an external staircase located in the small room. But this 
opinion was not substantiated by the later excavations of the site. 

The synagogue appears to have been built around the 4th or 5th century. Beneath the 
foundation of this synagogue lies another foundation made of basalt, and Loffreda suggests 
that this is the foundation of a synagogue from the 1st century, perhaps the one mentioned in 
the Gospels (Loffreda, 1974). Later excavation work was attempted underneath the synagogue 
floor, but while Loffreda claimed to have found a paved surface, others are of the opinion that 
this was an open, paved market area. 

The ancient synagogue has two inscriptions, one in Greek and the other in Aramaic, that 
remember the benefactors that helped in the construction of the building. There are also 
carvings of five- and six-pointed stars and of palm trees. 

In 1926, the Franciscan Orfali began the restoration of the synagogue. After his death, this work 
was continued by Virgilio Corbo beginning in 1976. 

Fishing vessel 
In 1986 the water of the lake reached an unusually low point. At that time, an ancient fishing 
boat was discovered. Radio-carbon dating of the wood points to 120BC-AD40,[6] while the 
pottery found in or near the boat can be dated from 100BC-AD200.[citation needed] As it seems likely 
that the boat was built of re-used timbers, the preferred date is first century AD. The vessel was 
8 meters long and was preserved in the mud of the lake. After a difficult unearthing process 
that had to be completed before the water rose again, the excavated boat was put on display 
in its modern-day position near the Kibbutz Ginosar as the Sea of Galilee Boat. 
 
Papal visit 
In March 2000, John Paul II visited the ruins of Capernaum during his visit to Israel.[7] 
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Church of the Multiplication 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Multiplication  

 

Exterior of the church 

The Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish, shortened to (The Church of the 
Multiplication), is a Roman Catholic church located at Tabgha, on the northwest shore of the 
Sea of Galilee in Israel. The modern church rests on the site of two earlier churches. 

Religious affiliation 
The church is maintained and overseen by the Benedictine Order. 

 
History 
The earliest recording of a church commemorating Jesus' feeding of the five thousand is by the 
Spanish pilgrim Egeria circa AD 380.[1] 

"Not far away from there (Capernaum) are some stone steps where the Lord stood. And in the 
same place by the sea is a grassy field with plenty of hay and many palm trees. By them are 
seven springs, each flowing strongly. And this is the field where the Lord fed the people with 
the five loaves and two fishes. In fact the stone on which the Lord placed the bread has now 
been made into an altar. Past the walls of this church goes the public highway on which the 
Apostle Matthew had his place of custom. Near there on a mountain is a cave to which the 
Savior climbed and spoke the Beatitudes." 

The church was significantly enlarged around the year 480 with floor mosaics also added at 
this time. These renovations are attributed to the patriarch Matryrios. In AD 614 Persians 
destroyed the original Byzantine church, and the exact site of the shrine was lost for some 
1,300 years. In 1888 the site was acquired by the German Catholic society (Deutsche 
Katholische Palaestinamission) which was associated with the Archdiocese of Cologne. An 
initial archeological survey was conducted in 1892, with full excavations beginning in 1932. 
These excavations resulted in the discovery of mosaic floors from the 5th-century church, which 
was also found to be built on the foundations of a much smaller 4th-century chapel. The current 
church was built to the same floor plan as the 5th-century Byzantine church. Since 1939 it has 
been administered by the Benedictine order as a daughter-house of the Dormition Abbey in 
Jerusalem. 
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Arson attack 

On 17 June 2015, the church was significantly damaged by an arson attack committed by 
Jewish extremists.[2] Hebrew graffiti, with the words “the false gods will be eliminated” (quoted 
from the Aleinu prayer), was sprayed on the church walls and follows a history of right-wing 
Jewish extremist arson and graffiti attacks against Christian sites.[3][4] Israeli officials have 
labelled the attack as "terrorism".[5]“Whatever repairs are not covered by insurance must be 
paid for by the Israeli government,” said Wadie Abunassar, media spokesman for the Assembly 
of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land. “We believe this attack was tantamount to a terror 
attack, and when there is a terror attack the state is responsible for paying for compensation 
and prosecutes the perpetrators.”[6] 

In late July 2015, four Israeli Jews age 18 to 24 (plus an unnamed minor) were arrested by the 
Israel police and indicted for the arson. The suspects are reportedly associated with the Jewish 
extremist, ultra-nationalist "Hilltop Youth".[7][8][9][10] 

Layout 
The interior of the church has a central nave and two aisles. The sanctuary is backed by an 
apse with transepts on either side. Under the altar is a block of limestone found during 
excavation, that is venerated as the stone on which the miraculous meal was laid. 

 
Mosaics 

One of the main highlights of the church are its restored 5th century mosaics. These mosaics 
are the earliest known examples of figured pavement in Christian art in the Holy Land. The 
mosaics in the two transepts depict various wetland birds and plants, with a prominent place 
given to the lotus flower. This flower, which is not indigenous to the area, suggests the artist's 
use of a Nilotic landscape popular in Roman and early-Byzantine art. All the other motifs depict 
plants and animals from the Galilee. The mosaics found in front of the altar depict two fish 
flanking a basket containing loaves of bread. 

 
Fifth century remains 

Also preserved in the modern church are the sill of the left entrance to the atrium, basalt paving 
stones, and part of the apse frieze. The foundations of the original 4th-century church can also 
be seen under a glass panel to the right of the altar. Basalt presses and a font are also displayed 
in the courtyard. 

 
 

Yardenit 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yardenit  

 
The Yardenit Baptismal Site near Bet Yerah 

Yardenit (Hebrew: ירדנית), also known as the Yardenit Baptismal Site, is a baptism site 

located along the Jordan River in the Galilee region of northern Israel, which is frequented by 
Christian pilgrims. The site is located south of the river's outlet from the Sea of Galilee, near 
Kibbutz Kvutzat Kinneret, which owns and manages the site. 
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According to Christian tradition, the baptism of Jesus (Matthew, 3: 13-17) actually took place in 
Qasr el Yahud, north of the Dead Sea and east of Jericho. For centuries, Qasr al Yahud was 
the most important baptism site for pilgrims, and monasteries and guest houses were 
established near it. Qasr al Yahud itself has been a sort of replacement site. Al Maghtas in 
Jordan shows the earliest Christian (and Jewish) religious structures connected with baptism 
or religious baths on the Eastern part of the Jordan, but reverence shifted to the West bank 
after the Muslim Conquest.[1] 

After the Six-Day War Qasr el Yahud fell under Israeli occupation. Due to military activity and 
excavations, the Israeli Ministry of Tourism decided to establish this site in 1981 as a 
replacement site. [2] As a result, "Yardenit" became the first regulated baptism site on the Israeli 
side of the river. The Qasr el Yahud site reopened in 2011.[3][4] In 2015, the Unesco declared Al 
Maghtas together with Jabal Mar-Elias (Elijah’s Hill) on the East bank a world heritage site.[5][6] 

The Yardenit Baptismal Site currently averages 400,000 visitors each year representing all 
faiths[7] 
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Synagogue Where Jesus Preached Uncovered  
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A synagogue where Jesus likely preached has been uncovered on the western shores of the 
Sea of Galilee in northern Israel. The 1st century Jewish house of prayer was discovered amidst 
the ruins of the ancient town of Magdala, home to the most well-known female disciple of Jesus, 
Mary Magdalene. 

"This is the first synagogue ever excavated where Jesus walked and preached," said Father 
Eamon Kelly of the Catholic organization developing the property. "This is hugely important for 
both Jews and Christians,” he added. The synagogue is one of only seven dating back to the 
time of Jesus uncovered anywhere in the world. 

There is a very high probability that Jesus preached in this very synagogue. Before Tiberius 
was built, Magdala was the only town on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. Matthew 
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15:39 tells us that Jesus landed here as he "he took a boat, and came to the coast of Magdala." 
According to the New Testament, Jesus traveled extensively through this area teaching and 
preaching in local synagogues.  

Magdala is just a few kilometers south of Capernaum, the fishing village where Jesus met 
Simon Peter, and not far from the Mount of Beatitudes where Jesus preached his legendary 
Sermon on the Mount. The town is also situated on the road that Jesus walked from Nazareth 
and Bethsaida to Capernaum.  

This area is on the Via Maris - an ancient trade route that ran from Egypt along the 
Mediterranean and then up the western shores of the Sea of Galilee all the way to Syria. Jesus 
spent much of his time here as it provided an important opportunity for him to teach the 
multitudes passing through. 

People tend to think of Bethlehem or Jerusalem as central places in the life of Jesus, but 
actually Jesus spent most of his life and ministry in the Galilee and northern Israel. "Eighty 
percent of Jesus' public life was right here," says Father Kelly, pointing to the Galilee region. 

In the times of Jesus, the local synagogue was not just a place for prayer, but also a community 
center where people would gather to discuss the news or share information about current 
events. Whenever a new rabbi came to town, it was custom for him to come to the local 
synagogue meet with the people and teach. 

According to archaeologists, the Magdala synagogue was destroyed in 67 or 68 CE by the 
Romans. A sculpted limestone relief depicting a menorah was uncovered in the center of the 
synagogue. It is the oldest stone-etched menorah ever found. 

Archaeologists have also found fishing pools and Jewish ritual baths at the site, which is now 
open for visitors. 

 

Tiberias 
 

 
 

 
 

Tiberias (Hebrew: Teveryah), a city situated approximately at the mid-point of the 
western shore of Lake Kinneret (the Sea of Galilee), is the largest urban settlement in 
the Jordan Valley and serves as the administrative, cultural and trade center of the 
surrounding region.  

Built on a steep slope rising up from the lake, the city is spread over a relatively large area, with 
the highest point some 1,500 feet above the level of the lake, with consequent differences in 
temperature, rainfall and vegetation, even within the city limits.  

The city was founded in the first century c.e. by Herod Antipas, son of Herod, king of Judea, on 
the remains of the biblical city of Rakkath (Joshua 19:5), and was named after the then-reigning 
Roman emperor, Tiberius. For about 150 years the city remained a Roman enclave, with its 
city administration organized on a Greek model and its population consisting mainly of laborers 
and artisans. During the second century, however, it was chosen by the Nasi (as the leader of 
the Jews was called) and the Sanhedrin (supreme court) as their place of residence, and for 
hundreds of years thereafter the city played a central role in the development of Jewish culture 
and tradition.  

It remained the seat of the Nasi until the Arab conquest in the seventh century, and during this 
period the so-called "Palestinian Talmud" was actually composed there. In the seventh and 
eighth centuries, Tiberias was the home of the Masoretes, grammarians who established a 
definitive vocalization of the biblical text, as well as of the earliest group of post-biblical poets, 
the paytanim. The city suffered greatly during the Crusades, but it remained su fficiently intact 



to attract such a distinguished visitor as Moses Maimonides, who journeyed to Tiberias from 
Egypt during the last years of his life, and whose alleged tomb can be seen there to this day.  

In the 16th century the city was given as a gift to Don Joseph Nasi by the Turkish sultan, and 
he attempted to re-establish a Jewish center there (see Nasi, Gracia). Economic forces, 
however, favored the development of the more northernly city of Safed, and it was not until the 
middle of the 19th century that Tiberias began to thrive again as a Jewish settlement.  

For a long time, the Jewish and Arab populations of Tiberias maintained relatively cordial and 
tolerant relations, but during the War of Independence in 1948, all the Arab inhabitants fled, 
leaving the city totally Jewish. Since then, Tiberias has become a major center of absorption of 
new immigrants to Israel, and today has a population of about 34,000 the majority of whom 
originate from the countries of North Africa and Eastern Europe.  

The ancient part of the city is on the lake shore and on the hills above it there are new, modern 
housing projects. Tourism and recreation --- particularly in the winter when the climate is warm 
and sunny --- constitute Tiberias' principal economic foundation, with Lake Kinneret, the nearby 
hot springs, Roman and Crusader ruins, and tombs of saintly figures serving as the main 
attractions.  

http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+o
n+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Tiberias.htm  
 

 

http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Tiberias.htm
http://jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Places+in+Israel/Tiberias.htm

