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Oranim International School 

Oranim Academic College of Education is the foremost and largest Teacher's College in 
Northern Israel.  Oranim grants Bachelor and Master degrees in Education, Humanities and 
Science and has 6,000 students of all ages, socio-economic, ethnic and religious streams.   
Oranim's mission is to promote excellence in education and to train the finest teachers and 
educational leaders.  
 
Oranim International School brings scholars, educational practitioners, and students from 
around the world to the pastoral campus of Oranim College in the north of Israel in order to 
study, teach, and research in the spirit of Oranim's values: educational innovation and 
leadership combined with academic excellence, sensitivity towards individual differences and 
cultural diversity, strengthening personal identity, and accepting collective responsibility. OIS is 
a multicultural educational community, where people from diverse backgrounds learn together 
and from one another. 
 
The four intertwining initiatives of Oranim International School are: (1) Student and faculty 
exchanges; (2) accredited programs for undergraduate and graduate students; (3) academic 
and research collaborations; and (4) educational initiatives with Jewish communities worldwide. 
  
Mission: Oranim International School’s mission is to serve as an international center of 
knowledge, inquiry, and discussion, developing novel educational ideas and methods. Through 
dialogue and ongoing mutual relationships, Oranim seeks to strengthen the connection 
between the diverse cultures in Israel, and to enhance the links between Israel and the rest of 
the Jewish world, as well as the world at large. In doing so, Oranim strives to be a leader of 
social change. 
  
Vision: Oranim International School's vision is to engage researchers, leaders, and students 
from diverse cultures, religions, and approaches in academic collaborations and programs 
designed to increase knowledge, understanding, and cooperation while promoting social 
change, informed by Israeli, Jewish, and humanistic values. 

 
Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler, Director, International School 
 

Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler has been at Oranim since 1991 and served as Director of the Shdemot 
Department of Jewish Peoplehood since 1999. Prior to 1999, she was the director of Project 
Oren, which specialized in educational programs in Israel for participants from all over the 
world. She is a lecturer in Education at Oranim on the topics of identity and Jewish Peoplehood. 
She received her B.A. from Brandeis University, M.A. from University of California at Berkeley, 
and doctorate from Jewish Theological Seminary in Jewish Education. She has written articles 
and presented at international conferences on Jewish Peoplehood and Israel education.   
 

Lori L. Abramson, MAJE, Program Director, Educational Tourism, International School 
Lori Abramson is a passionate Jewish educator who has held a variety of positions in the world 
of Jewish education. She is currently a Program Director, specializing in the areas of 
Educational Tourism, Evaluation, and School-to-School Connections for Oranim Academic 
College's International School, as well as a lecturer in the English Department at Oranim. 
Before making aliyah in August 2007 with her family, Lori was the Head of Yavneh Day School 
in Los Gatos, California. She also spent many years in congregational education. Lori holds a 
Masters Degree in Jewish Education from the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, in Los Angeles. She has presented at numerous 
Jewish educational conferences in the San Francisco Bay Area, across the United States, and 
in Israel. A cantorial soloist and performer, Lori and her husband Joel have entertained 
audiences with Jewish and Israeli music in the United States, Europe and Israel. The couple 
co-authored Shirah B’Tiyul: A Musical Israel Curriculum, published by A.R.E. Publishers, and 
recorded an accompanying CD.  


