
Educating Israel’s Teachers for a Globalized World 

Today’s teachers need to prepare their students to succeed in a world that is increasingly interconnected. 
A new course at Oranim, “Globalization and Language Acquisition,” educates future teachers to meet 
this challenge.   

 

Today’s world is interconnected more than ever before.  Economic, social, and technological 
transformations mean that we are now both more aware of what is happening across the globe and 
more interdependent with people from other countries and cultures.  Oranim College aims to educate 
teachers to prepare their students for this globalized world. The Oranim International School and the 
Department of English Language and Literature both have key roles to play in achieving this goal. 

Preparing Students for a Globalized World 

One exciting example of how Oranim is educating teachers for a globalized world is this year’s new 
course, “Globalization and Language Acquisition.” The undergraduate course is offered by the English 
Language and Literature Department, and taught by Oranim International School’s Dr. Roberta Bell-
Kligler and Lori Abramson, MAJE. The students are Israel’s future English teachers, who will have an 
important role in preparing their students to succeed in a globalized world. 

English as a Global Language 

The course examines the history of globalization and the role of English as a global language.  Questions 
include:  Why is English a global language? What are the benefits and dangers of having a global 



language? How does the internet shape the globalization process? How can I take the lessons I have 
learned about globalization back to the classroom? 

The course is discussion based and includes hands-on workshops.  Students have the opportunity to 
experiment with different models of teaching and learning about globalization. For example, in a recent 
lesson, students wrote lesson plans about communicating on the internet in English. 

Constructing a Multicultural, Local, and Global Perspective 

This course follows Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler and Lori Abramson’s successful course last year, 
“Constructing a Multicultural, Local, and Global Perspective.”  In this course, students developed their 
own personal visions and professional frameworks for engaging others in global discussions about Israel.  
Students had thought provoking conversations regarding the question: Who am I as an English teacher 
in the global world? This question is also central to this year’s course. 

 


